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R
ahul Gandhi acting
as the mouthpiece
of Narendra Modi

and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) when visiting
Kerala is shocking to all
those who have reposed
faith in secularist forces
and the INDIA bloc during
this election, Industries Mi-
nister P. Rajeeve has said.

Talking to reporters
here on Friday, Mr. Rajeeve
accused Mr. Gandhi of giv-
ing new weapons to the
BJP to use against the Op-
position through his

speeches in Kerala. Mr.
Gandhi had not mustered
the courage to criticize the
BJP on serious issues such
as the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act, he said.

Mr. Gandhi asking why
the Central investigation
agencies had not taken ac-
tion against the Kerala
Chief Minister had only
weakened one of the major
campaign planks raised by
the Opposition that the BJP
was misusing the investiga-
tive agencies for political
purposes. It enabled Mr.
Modi to question the Op-
position allegation about
the investigative agencies

during campaigning in
Tripura, said Mr. Rajeeve. 

When Mr. Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi were ques-
tioned by the Central in-
vestigative agencies, the
Left did not raise the ques-
tion of why they were not
arrested. “Instead, we crit-
icised the action of the in-
vestigative agencies,” said
Mr. Rajeeve. 

Telangana CM’s
remarks
Lashing out at Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy describing Pinarayi
Vijayan as a communalist,
he said that description

was best suited for Mr. Red-
dy considering his past as
an AVBP leader. Recently, a
leader who joined the Con-
gress from the BJP claimed
that he had done so at the
instance of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh to de-
feat the Congress. Similar-
ly, Mr. Reddy should reveal
on whose instance he had
joined the Congress, he
said. 

Mr. Rajeeve said Mr.
Gandhi had campaigned
only once in Madhya Pra-
desh and Bihar where the
�rst phase of election was
held on Friday. Instead of
realising the signi�cance of

the �ght against the BJP in
the Hindi heartland, Mr.
Gandhi continued to
centre on Kerala and act
like a local Congress lead-
er. No star campaigner of
the Congress had been to
the Hindu heartland where
the number of BJP seats
needed to brought down,
he said. 

Electoral bonds
Mr. Rajeeve said that being
the only party not to have
received electoral bonds,
the CPI(M) had locus standi
in the matter, which was
upheld even by the Su-
preme Court. 
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The Ernakulam Children’s
Park that was once the
most popular park in the
district is drawing much
lesser number of children,
despite the ongoing sum-
mer vacation and its stra-
tegic location.

This has widely been at-
tributed to a pair of trains,
which were a hit among
children, idling during the
past several months for
want of timely upkeep. A
visit to the park recently
showed that the trains
were parked in a semi-
abandoned condition in
the weed-infested western
side of the park. The re-
newable energy park esta-
blished jointly by the Mi-
nistry of New and
Renewable Energy and the
State government’s Agency
for New and Renewable
Energy Research and Tech-
nology (ANERT) too is in a
similar condition. 

The park is maintained
by the District Council for
Child Welfare (DCCW),
while the Ernakulam Dis-
trict Tourism Promotion
Council (DTPC) maintains
a pond at one end of the
premises where visitors
can do pedal boating for a
fee. Kerala Tourism had al-
lotted ₹4 crore to renovate
the premises, considering
that hundreds of children
used to converged here
during evenings and

through the day during
weekends.

“Children are left with
just pedal boating and a
few cycles as an activity
option in the sprawling
park,” said Ayub from Alu-
va who recently visited the
park with his family mem-
bers. “My children were
eager to take a ride in one
of the trains. They now
have to be content with
playing in rides like roller
coaster, in better-main-
tained parts of the park,”
he added. 

Susmitha, who also vi-
sited the park recently with
her children, spoke of the
need for kiosks that sold
snacks and reactivating the
arena on the park premises
where cultural events used
to be held. 

“The involvement of
multiple stakeholders and
lack of accountability
could be among the rea-
sons for the trains and oth-
er amenities not being op-
timally used. The park
must at least live up to the
name of being located on
Park Avenue Road in the ci-
ty’s hub,” she said. 

Library at park
The vacant lending library
on the premises, that has a
collection of mostly Ma-
layalam books, is proof of
inadequate footfall in the
park. The membership fee
is ₹100, while ₹50 is the
monthly fee (payable dur-
ing months when books
are borrowed). 

On the increasing need
for children to play out-

doors and to have face-to-
face interactions with their
peers in public parks and
open spaces, P.M. Chacko,
physician-cum-psycholo-
gist, said humans were
created as social beings
and hence the need for
connection with fellow hu-
man beings. “Such face-to
face interactions help in
the formation of empathy,
which, studies show, is
45% less among today’s
generation as compared to
the previous generation.
No amount of online inte-
ractions can be a substitute
for this.”

There was need for
more public places such as
safe and well-maintained
parks that helped foster
much-needed connected-
ness, he added.
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Picture of neglect: The weed-infested rail track and renewable energy park at Ernakulam Children's

Park are an eyesore for visitors. JOHN L. PAUL 

An attempt by an Austrian
woman booked by the Fort
Kochi police for reportedly
destroying pro-Palestine
boards and a banner put
up by the Students Islamic
Organisation of India (SIO)
to leave the country failed
after she was sent back by
the emigration authorities
at Cochin International Air-
port Limited on Thursday
evening.

It emerged that though
her passport was not im-
pounded, she faced a tra-
vel ban based on a lookout
circular issued by the Ko-
chi City police.

The woman was booked
by the police under Sec-
tion 153 (wantonly giving

provocation with intent to
cause riot) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code on a petition
lodged by the SIO. She
tried to �y out of the coun-
try after she was granted
bail by a magistrate court
in Mattancherry earlier on
Thursday.

The SIO had lodged a
fresh complaint with the
District Police Chief (Kochi
City) and Fort Kochi SHO
demanding to invoke addi-
tional charges including

IPC Section 427 (Mischief
causing damage to the
amount of �fty rupees) and
Section 118 (Penalty for
causing grave violation of
public order or danger) of
the Kerala Police Act.

Press meet
“We don’t want to strike a
compromise, but want to
pursue litigation. We have
scheduled a press meet on
the matter on Saturday,”
said Fuaad P.S, president,
Kochi City, SIO.

Meanwhile, the SIO res-
tored the pro-Palestine
board, which read “Silence
is violence, stand up for
humanity”. A similar
board mounted at Kama-
lakkadavu near the Fort
Kochi beach was allegedly
torn down by the woman.

Austrian woman booked by
police sent back from airport 
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Though the woman’s
passport was not
impounded, she faces
a travel ban based on
a lookout circular
issued by the Kochi
City police.

Kochi metro trains will be-
gin service at 7 a.m. on
Sunday (April 21) from ter-
minal stations at Aluva and
Thripunithura to help can-

didates appearing for
UPSC exams reach their ex-
am centres on time, Kochi
Metro Rail Limited has in-
formed. 

The trains generally be-
gin service from 7.30 a.m.
on Sundays.

UPSC exams: metro service
from 7 a.m. on Sunday 
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Voters can visit the ‘Myth
vs Reality Register’ of the
Election Commission to
fact-check information on
the Lok Sabha polls.

Part of the Commis-
sion’s e�orts to safeguard
the electoral process from
misinformation, the regis-
ter can be accessed on
mythvsreality.eci.gov.in

It has a user-friendly for-
mat and covers myths and

misinformation concern-
ing the EVMs and VVPAT
machines, voters’ lists and
services and the conduct
of elections. 

FAQs on topics
Continuously updated, it
provides information on
election-related fake infor-
mation circulating on so-
cial media platforms, bust-
ed fakes and also features
FAQs on important topics
and reference material un-
der di�erent sections.

Lok Sabha polls: myth
vs reality register 
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