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ISRO pavilion opened at 
Thrissur Pooram expo

Man who 
stole from 
Joshiy’s 
house caught

VSSC director Unnikrishnan Nair at ISRO pavilion’s Chandrayaan 3 model

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Thrissur

VIKRAM Sarabhai Space Cen-
tre director Unnikrishnan Nair 
on Sunday inaugurated the 
ISRO (Indian Space Research 
Organisation) pavilion at the 
Thrissur Pooram exhibition 
ground. The pavilion showcas-
es the prestigious space projects 
of  India and provides insights 
about the upcoming ones. From 
the models of  rockets to vari-
ous other technologies of  ISRO, 
the pavilion is a must-visit for 

space enthusiasts. 
This year, the main attrac-

tion of  the pavilion is the model 
of  the surface of  the Moon 
clicked by Chandrayaan 3. A 
working model of  Aditya L1 is 
also on display at the pavilion. 

VSSC associate director Dr 
Ashok, PSLV Project director 
Dr Jayakumar, VSSC deputy 
director Beena and pooram ex-
hibition committee president 
Ramakrishnan were present at 
the opening ceremony. The pa-
vilion will be open at the exhi-
bition ground from 10am.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kochi

FOLLOWING A swift probe 
spanning two states, the Kerala 
Police nabbed the thief  who de-
camped with gold and diamonds 
worth `1 crore from the house 
of  Malayalam filmmaker Joshiy 
in Kochi’s Panampilly Nagar, 
from Udupi in Karnataka on 
Sunday, within 24 hours of  the 
theft.Suspect Mohammed Ir-
shad, a native of  Bihar, was 
nabbed with the stolen valua-
bles with the help of  the Karna-
taka Police. A grainy image of  
the suspect, captured by a CCTV 
camera, was all the police had 
as evidence when they launched 
probe on Saturday morning. 

However, the police got a
breakthrough when the visuals 
revealed that a vehicle regis-
tered in Maharashtra was 
parked near the filmmaker’s 
house around 3am on Saturday. 
Using the latest technology, the 
police identified Irshad from 
the grainy image.  

D Raja accuses Union govt of misusing 
agencies, criticises Congress in Kerala
He also brought to light the ongoing struggle to protect democracy and secularism in India

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

CPI GENERAL secretary D 
Raja launched a tirade against 
both Congress and the BJP dur-
ing a press conference in 
Kozhikode on Monday. Raja ac-
cused the Union government of  
systematically targeting oppo-
sition leaders using central 
agencies and highlighted the 
political turmoil in Kerala in-
volving Chief  Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan.

He said the UDF’s political 
stance lacks clarity. Raja equat-
ed Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s question suggesting En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
action against Chief  Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan with the ar-
rest of  Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal and former 

Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren. 
He also called out Rahul for his 
inconsistent positions regard-
ing these arrests.

“Rahul Gandhi’s contradic-
tory stance in demanding the 
arrest of  Kejriwal in Delhi 
while questioning similar ac-
tions in Kerala shows a misun-
derstanding of  the political 
situation,” Raja stated. 

Raja also brought to 
light the ongoing strug-
gle to protect democra-
cy, secularism, and fed-
eralism in India. He 
underscored the chal-
lenges faced by the 
country under the cur-

rent BJP-led government such 
as increasing economic ine-
quality, unemployment, infla-
tion, and the centralisation of  
power that, according to him, 
undermines state autonomy. 

He also lambasted Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s al-
leged silence on the recent un-
rest in states like Manipur and 
specific policies.

As Kerala gears up 
for the significant elec-
tions, Raja emphasised 
that the main goal for 
the Left is to counter the 
communal-fascist-pro-
corporate policies pro-
moted by the BJP, a 

stance he claims the Congress 
is unclear about. He exuded 
confidence that the electorate 
in Kerala would respond unfa-
vourably to the Congress’ ap-
proach, particularly to their 
personal attacks on the chief  
minister.

Supporting Raja’s views, CPI 
district secretary K K Balan 
and leaders like A Pradeep Ku-
mar said that the upcoming 
election is a battle between 
LDF’s grassroots activism and 
the privileged politics of  the 
UDF and BJP. “The BJP spend-
ing hefty amounts on election 
advertisements funded by dubi-
ous means and the increasingly 
elitist nature of  the Parliament 
underscore the urgent need for 
a strong Left presence to advo-
cate for the common people,” 
Raja said.

Man apologises for burning 
Samastha mouthpiece
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

THE Kodinhi native, who 
bur ned the Samastha 
mouthpiece “Suprab-
haatham” newspaper pub-
licly for carrying an 
LDF election cam-
paign advertise-
ment, apologised 
to the Samastha 
workers and lead-
ers for his act on 
Sunday. A video of  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l , 
Komukutty Haji, apologis-
ing for burning the news-
paper was shared on social 
media on the day.  “I apolo-
gise for burning the news-
paper, and I understand 

that my act has caused the 
Samastha members to 
worry,” said Komukutty 
Haji. Meanwhile, while re-
acting to the incident of  
burning the newspaper, 
IUML national general 

secretary P K Kunha-
likitty mocked the 

LDF tagline that 
translates to ‘India 
will not sustain 
without the Left’. 

“The Left parties 
are weaker outside 

Kerala. They need the 
support of  the Congress to 
win elections outside Ker-
ala. Then how can they say 
India will not sustain with-
out Left parties,” Kunha-
likitty asked.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kalpetta

THE Valaramkunnu Scheduled 
Tribe colony residents in the 
Wayanad district have begun 
an indefinite strike demanding 
a comprehensive probe into the 
deaths of  several colony resi-
dents in the plantations at 
Kodagu in Karnataka. The fam-
ily of  Santhosh Raju of  
Koythupara Valaramkunnu 
Kattunayakan Colony in Vella-
munda and other residents 
started the indefinite strike 
urging an inquiry into the 
death of  Santhosh, who was a 
daily wage worker at a ginger 
farm in Kodagu. According to 
source, he drowned in a river 
u n d e r  m y s t e r i o u s 
circumstances.

Santhosh’s father Raju had 
lodged a complaint with the po-
lice and ST development offi-
cials after the unnatural death 
of  Santhosh near the ginger 
plantation in Kodagu last year, 
seeking a comprehensive in-
quiry into the incident. 

Valaramkunnu Colony, 
which is situated in a remote 
forest area, has around 73 fami-
lies comprising more than 300 

residents mostly belonging to 
the Kattunayakan and Paniya 
ST communities. The colony 
residents are often hired by the 
landlords from Karnataka, es-
pecially Kodagu people, for 
plantation and other cultiva-
tion works through agents in 
Wayanad. 

These residents stay at the 
plantation for months until 
their work is done. However, 
many ST workers from Waya-
nad have been facing both men-
tal and physical torture at their 

workplaces in Kodagu. Arun, a 
resident of  Panavally Kalindi 
ST Colony in Wayanad, had al-
leged mental and physical tor-
ture at a plantation in Karna-
taka last year and approached 
the Thirunelly police seeking 
protection.

The family of  Santhosh have 
started the indefinite strike 
seeking a comprehensive in-
quiry into the death of  San-
thosh and other unnatural 
deaths. 

Santhosh’s father Raju also 

demanded a compensation for 
the victims who died in similar 
circumstances. 

“’The strike is not only for 
winning justice for Santhosh. 
Our main demand is to take 
necessary steps to prevent sim-
ilar unnatural deaths of  ST 
people in other states in the fu-
ture,” said Raju. 

Valaramkunnu Koythupara 
Samara samithi convener A 
Balakrishnan inaugurated the 
strike on Sunday. Balakrishnan 
and Raju on behalf  of  the Sa-
mara Samiti requested the sup-
port of  activists and common 
people from all over Kerala. 

Raju has informed that the 
strike will be strengthened 
with more participation of  peo-
ple and that it will continue un-
til their demands are met. 
Meanwhile, the police officials 
informed that they have several 
limitations in conducting the 
probe into Santhosh’s death.

Valaramkunnu ST colony residents staging protest demanding an inquiry into death of 
daily wage worker Santhosh who drowned in a river under mysterious circumstances 

The BJP spending hefty amounts on election advertisements funded 
by dubious means and the increasingly elitist nature of the 
Parliament underscore the urgent need for a strong Left presence to 
advocate for the common people   — D Raja, CPI general secretary

Valaramkunnu ST colony residents demand 
probe into unnatural deaths of residents in K’taka

The strike is not only for 
winning justice for 
Santhosh. Our main demand 
is to take necessary steps to 

prevent similar unnatural deaths of 
ST people in other states in the 
future  — Raju, Santhosh’s father

Sobha Surendran @SobhaBJP
I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri @narendramodiji, for 
his personal letter motivating the karyakartas of Alappuzha for the final days of our cam-
paign. I am so privileged to receive such a letter, along with an appeal from Modi ji to the 
constituents of Alappuzha to vote for NDA. Modiji’s unwavering support and encourage-
ment inspire our karyakartas tirelessly working in Alappuzha. 

TWEET
OF THE 
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BEATING THE HEAT 
An elderly scrap dealer keeps an umbrella tied to his cycle cart to get respite from the scorching sun 

in Kochi on Sunday |  A SANESH
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