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� Four United Nations military 
observers were wounded on 
Saturday while patrolling the 
southern Lebanese border 
after a shell exploded near 
them, the U.N. peacekeeping 
mission in Lebanon said

�The United States has 
welcomed the formation of a 
new Palestinian autonomy 
government, signaling it is 
accepting the revised Cabinet 
lineup as a step toward 
Palestinian political reform.  
The Biden administration has 
called for ‘revitalizing’ the 
West Bank-based Palestinian 
Authority in hopes that it can 
administer the Gaza Strip once 
Israel-Hamas war ends

Heavy clashes, more deadly 
aid chaos in war-torn Gaza

GAZA 

HEAVY clashes and explo-
sions shook Gaza, wit-
nesses said on Saturday, as 
the Red Crescent reported 
several people killed dur-
ing the latest chaotic aid 
distribution in the terri-
tory’s north, where fam-
ine looms. Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu approved a new 
round of  talks on a Gaza 
truce between Israel and 
Hamas militants, after a 
binding UN Security 
Council resolution last 
Monday demanded an 
“immediate ceasefire”. A 
subsequent ruling by the 
world’s top court ordered 
Israel to ensure aid reach-
es desperate civilians.

Fighting has not eased 
-- including around the 
territory’s largest hospi-
tal -- and the latest toll 
from the health ministry 
in the Hamas-run Gaza 
Strip said at least 82 more 
people were killed in the 
previous 24 hours.

The Hamas press office 
reported more than 50 Is-
raeli air strikes over the 
past day, with “civilian 
houses” targeted across 
the coastal territory, as well 
as tank fire in the Gaza 
City area and southern 
Gaza. Israel’s military on 
Saturday said it had struck 
dozens of  targets, includ-
ing militants and their 
compounds in central and 
northern Gaza. Video re-
leased by the Palestinian 
Civil Defence agency on 
Friday showed a vehicle 
splayed open after a strike 

on a street in Gaza City. 
Men carried two wrapped 
bodies to an ambulance, 
while others recovered 
items from the exposed in-
terior of  the vehicle and 
put them into a bag.

The war began with Ha-
mas’s October 7 attack 
that resulted in about 
1,160 deaths in Israel, 
mostly civilians, accord-
ing to an AFP tally of  Is-
raeli official figures. Isra-
el’s retaliatory campaign 
against Hamas has killed 
at least 32,705 people, 
mostly women and chil-
dren, according to the 
health ministry. Netanya-
hu’s office said new talks 
on a Gaza ceasefire and 
hostage release will take 
place in Doha and Cairo 
“in the coming days... 
with guidelines for mov-
ing forward in the nego-
tiations”. Talks had ap-
peared deadlocked despite 
a major push by the Unit-
ed States -- which provides 
billions of  dollars in mili-
tary aid to Israel -- and fel-
low mediators Egypt and 
Qatar to secure a truce for 
the Muslim fasting month 
of  Ramadan, now more 
than halfway through. In 
its ruling, the Interna-
tional Court of  Justice 
(ICJ) in The Hague said it 
had accepted South Afri-
ca’s argument that the 
further deterioration of  
the humanitarian situa-
tion in Gaza required Is-
rael to do more, with fam-
ine now “setting in.” More 
evidence of  the despera-
tion in Gaza came on Sat-
urday.  AFP

Palestinian women arranging kitchen utensils to dry atop a destroyed 
car at a makeshift camp for displaced people in Rafah in the southern 
Gaza Strip on Saturday | AFP
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CLARIFICATION/CORRIGENDUM
TO THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR OPERATION 

AND MANAGEMENT OF INTEGRATED PATIENT TRANSPORT 
i.e. EMERGECNY MEDICAL AMBULANCE SERVICE (108), 

BOAT AMBULANCE, 24 x 7 REFERRAL MEDICAL TRANSPORT 
SERVICE (JANANI EXPRESS) AND HEALTH HELPLINE 

SERVICE (104), “IPTHHS, Ph-II” IN ODISHA
With reference to the advertisement published on RFP Reference 
No. OSH&FWS/01/2024/IPTHHS-II published in the “The Indian Ex-
press”, “The New Indian Express” , “The Times of India” , “Prameya” 
and “Dharitri” on 30.01.2024, and subsequent to queries raised in the 
pre-bid conference held on 6th February,2024, this Clarification/Cor-
rigendum is being issued to the “Request for Proposal” for Operation 
and Management of INTEGRATED PATIENT TRANSPORT AND 
HEALTH HELPLINE SERVICE, “IPTHHS, Ph-II” IN ODISHA(30 
Districts) . The details of the Amendments to the RFP Provision/ 
clarification to the queries submitted , can be downloaded from the 
official website https://nhmodisha.gov.in and https://health.odisha.gov.
in . Further, the last date for submission of complete bid documents is 
hereby extended to 29th April 2024 ,3 P.M. All other terms and condi-
tions in the RFP (except corrigendum) and advertisement published 
on 30.01.2024 shall remain unchanged.

Sd/- Mission Director
National Health Mission, OdishaOIPR-10084/11/0063/2324
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