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Filmmaker and lyricist Unni Aranmula (K R 
Unnikrishnan Nair) (76), who directed 
Ethirpukal (1984) and Swargam (1987), 
passed away on Wednesday

FILMMAKER 
NO MORE
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Will Balaji’s absence 
dent DMK prospects?
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

WHILE the BJP eyes the sup-
port of  a sizable North Indian 
population and votes from Hin-
du outfits, the DMK hopes to 
lap up minority votes and the 
support of  allies like the CPI 
and CPM, which hold sway over 
the working class. On the other 
hand, the AIADMK enjoys a 
traditional vote bank. While 
Singai G Ramachandran, AI-
ADMK’s IT wing president, is 
banking on party strongman S 
P Velumani and five MLAs, the 
DMK will definitely miss the 
presence of  jailed former min-
ister V Senthil Balaji, who 
played a vital role in the 
party’s victory in the 
local body polls in the 
Kongu belt. 

With all three candi-
dates being well educat-
ed — Annamalai and Ram-
achandran are IIM graduates 
while is Rajkumar a PhD hold-
er — voters in Coimbatore, 
which has a literacy rate of  
over 90%, expected a graceful 
poll debate. Unfortunately, what 
they witnessed was mud-sling-
ing. Soon after the BJP an-
nounced Annamalai as its 
Coimbatore candidate, DMK 
minister T R B Rajaa said, 
“Goat biryani is getting ready.” 
For his part, Annamalai com-
mented that Ramachandran 
got admission through the 
MLA quota, evoking a strong 
rebuttal from the AIADMK 
candidate, who said his father 
died when he was 11 years old 
and sought an apology from the 

BJP state president. 
Annamalai also announced 

that he would not give even a 
single rupee for a vote. But he 
faced a stinging attack from op-
position when a flying squad 
seized `4 crore, belonging to 
BJP’s Tirunelveli candidate, in 
Chennai. Annamalai accused 
the DMK of  giving gold ear-
rings and `2,000 cash to voters
over 85 years of  age who were 
casting their votes from home. 
Given that money power played 
a decisive role in the previous 
elections, it remains to be seen 
if  it would do an encore this 
time around. 

Pollsters are keenly 
watching if  narrative 
built by the BJP as an 
alternative for the Dra-
vidian parties is being 
lapped up by Tamil vot-

ers. In a state where 
caste equations play a cru-

cial role, one can’t miss the fact 
that Annamalai and Rajkumar 
belong to  the dominant 
Goundar community. Though 
senior AIADMK leaders in the 
region are Goundars, the party 
fielded Ramachandran from 
the Naidu community with an 
eye to winning over both 
communities. 

If  Annamalai fails to put up 
a decent show, it would become 
an embarrassment not only for 
the party but also for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who 
visited Coimbatore district 
thrice for campaigning. It may 
also take a knock on the party’s 
master plan for the 2026 assem-
bly polls.

CBI nabs Kavitha in case linked to excise scam
If CBI gets Kavitha’s remand, she will be moved to agency headquarters where Anti-Corruption Branch will question her

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ New Delhi

THE Central Bureau of  Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Thursday ar-
rested BRS MLC leader K 
Kavitha over her alleged in-
volvement in criminal conspir-
acy and bribing a public serv-
ant in the Delhi excise policy 
case. 

Kavitha, 46, who is the daugh-
ter of  former chief  minister K 

Chandrasekhar Rao, was 
housed in Tihar jail since her 
arrest by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on March 15 un-
der provisions of  the Preven-
tion of  Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) in the Delhi liquor 
‘scam’.  

Officials said the CBI had 
questioned Kavitha inside the 
prison on Saturday evening af-
ter obtaining permission from 

a special court here. 
The BRS leader was ques-

tioned about the WhatsApp 
chats recovered from co-ac-
cused Buchi Babu’s phone and 
documents related to a land 
deal after which ̀ 100 crore was 
allegedly paid to the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) in kickbacks to 
swing the now-scrapped excise 
policy in favour of  a liquor lob-
by. The CBI carried out the ar-

rest formalities in jail number 
6 of  Tihar prison around 12 
noon on Thursday under Sec-
tions 120-B (criminal conspira-
cy) and 477-A (falsification of  
accounts) of  the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), along with Section 
7 (offence relating to public 
servant being bribed) of  the 
Prevention of  Corruption Act, 
the officials said. It is learnt 
that Kavitha will remain in 

Tihar jail on Thursday, as the 
agency plans to produce her be-
fore a special court here on Fri-
day to seek her custody. 

“If  the CBI gets her remand, 
Kavitha will be moved to a lock-
up at the agency headquarters 
where she will be questioned 
by officers of  the Anti-Corrup-
tion Branch, which is probing 
the case,” a senior CBI official 
said.

‘Discrepancy in both 
candidates’ accounts’

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

AS per the election expendi-
ture report of  A Raja, there 
is a difference of  `41,00,649 
between the candidate’s ex-
penditure register, which 
s h o w e d  e x p e n s e s  o f  
`13,44,012 and the SOR 
which showed expenses of  
`54,44,661 till the date of  in-
spection on April 8. The re-
port also stated that the can-
didate disagreed with the 
expenditure mentioned in 
the SOR as cost of  flags, 
pamphlets, mike sets and 
sought for the amount to be 
determined judiciously. In-
cidentally, there is a differ-
ence of  `12,78,528 between 
the expenditure register of  
BJP candidate L Murugan, 
which showed expenses of  
`7,66,400 and the SOR which 
s h o w e d  e x p e n s e s  o f  
`20,44,928. The maximum 
expenditure limit set by the 
Election Commission of  In-
dia for each Lok Sabha can-
didate is `95 lakh. 

Saravanan, in his letter to 
CEO Satyabrata Sahoo, dat-
ed April 10, alleged that the 
expenditure recorded in the 
SOR differed from the book 
of  accounts of  Raja. He ac-
cused the RO of  “repeatedly 
harassing him” to get the 
amount recorded in the SOR 
reduced and “personally 
looking into each and every 
expenditure of  that particu-
lar candidate”. Accusing the 

RO of  acting as candidate’s 
mouthpiece, he claimed that 
for every day since the first 
inspection on April 8 she 
had compelled him to find 
ways to alter the candidate’s 
expenditure amount in the 
SOR. Saravanan, in his let-
ter, wrote that in a “higher 
order of  misuse of  her pow-
er”, on April 9 “all the 
records of  that candidate 
were called up to her camp 
office and the SOR (the heart 
and soul of  the election ex-
penditure watching) was 
forcefully received from me 
and photocopied and further 
she warned me to act under 
her control. Further, she in-
timidated that I would be 
killed if  any adverse things 
happened to that candidate 
because of  the expenditure 
booking.” 

Claiming that his rights 
as AEO were at stake to en-
sure free and fair election 
and that he is “encountering 
all sorts of  troubles through 
the Returning Officer of  The 
Nilgiris for not supporting 
her favouritism towards 
that party candidate,” Sara-
vanan requested Election 
Commission’s urgent inter-
vention. Sahoo, meanwhile, 
told TNIE that his office had 
taken note of  the issue based 
on reports in the media. “Af-
ter receiving reports of  con-
cerned officials, further 
steps will follow,” Sahoo 
said.

THE SHAPE OF WATER
Youth taking bath in Muthappan River in Kozhikode on Thursday afternoon to beat 

the summer heat |  E GOKUL

LS POLLS

BJP leader 
joins Cong in 
RSS uniform
R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  @ Gadag

A BJP leader from Menasagi, 
who was a worker of  RSS, 
joined Congress in Sangh “ga-
navesha” (uniform) at a func-
tion in Nargund on Tuesday. A 
video of  the event is now trend-
ing on social media. It is for the 
first time in the North Karna-
taka region that a worker of  
RSS has joined Congress in 
Sangh uniform.

 People were surprised to see 
Ningabasappa Banad, the BJP 
leader from Ron, in RSS uni-
form at the Congress pro-
gramme. Many hailed him for 
his decision to join the Con-
gress. The Congress organised 
the function as part of  its cam-
paign for Bagalkot candidate 
Samyukta Patil. Minister Shiv-
anand Patil, his daughter 
Samyukta Patil, former MLA 
SG Nanjayyanmath, former 
minister BR Yavagal and other 
Congress leaders welcomed 
Ningabasappa. Ningabasappa 
was with RSS for 30 years. Shiv-
anand Patil and other Congress 
leaders offered him the Con-
gress cap and shawl. Ningabas-
appa removed the RSS cap and 
wore the Congress’ white cap. 

B’luru flats must use at 
least 50% treated water 
S  L A L I T H A  @ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka government 
has formulated guidelines for 
use of  treated water in view of  
the water crisis in Bengaluru 
and other parts of  the state.

It has made it mandatory for 
residential complexes to use at 
least 50% of  treated water and 
rest for commercial purposes. 
A gazette notification was pub-
lished on April 3.

Though the authorities pro-
moted treatment of  wastewater 
aggressively, there has never 
been any clarity on the manner 
of  using treated water. In Feb-
ruary, Chief  Minister Siddara-

maiah announced on floor of  
the House that the government 
would soon formulate guide-
lines on use of  treated water.

Rainwater harvesting expert 
S Vishwanath welcomed the 
government move. 

“Many apartments have sur-
plus treated water and they do 
not know what to do with it. 
They simply dispose of  it (into 
the stormwater drains). This 
can now be solved as they are 
permitted to sell up to 50% of  
treated water. That is, if  they 
do not have a demand for inter-
nal use. It has the potential now 
to create a market for treated 
water.”

E X P R E S S  R E A D

‘I don’t have to convince anyone of my credibility’  
T’PURAM: No allegation can ever question my credibility, said Congress 
veteran and former defence minister A K Antony, responding to the 
allegations levelled against his son and BJP Pathanamthitta candidate 
Anil Antony of leaking defence secrets. In an interview with TNIE, he 
exuded his confidence that the INDIA bloc will work wonders in the 
election at the national level. “I’m a time-tested politician, and don’t 
have to convince anyone of my credibility,” said Antony. ENS

Smt JAYALAKSHMI N  
of Old Washermenpet passed  

away on April 03, 2024

Shri SUNDARARAJAN V  
of Abhiramapuram passed away 

on April 02, 2024

Smt ESWARAVAKALA 
LALITHAMMA of Sullurpeta  

passed away on April 03, 2024

Smt SULOCHANA SESHAN 
of Koyambedu passed away  

on April 10, 2024

Shri JAYAKUMAR P 
of Anna Nagar East passed  

away on April 04, 2024

Smt JAYALAKSHMI 
of Kodambakkam passed away  

on April 06, 2024

Shri SETHU RAMACHANDRAN 
of Vadapalani passed away  

on April 07, 2024
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Shri JAYAKUMAR  
of Padappai passed away  

on April 05, 2024


