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PM 2.5 level recorded at Tuticorin on 
Tuesday. Nitrogen dioxide level was 
at 12 µg/m3 against the prescribed 
standard of 80 µg/m3
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Second phase of EVM randomisation
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kanniyakumari

THE second phase of  randomisation 
of  EVMs (electronic voting machines) 
for Kanniyakumari Lok Sabha constit-
uency was held at the district collector-
ate in Nagercoil on Monday. It was con-
d u c t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
Collector-cum-District Election Officer 
PN Sridhar and Election Observer Ses-
agiri Babu. Apart from election offi-
cials, candidates and their representa-
tives were present. The first phase of  
randomisation was held on March 20. 
On Tuesday, Collector Sridhar also 
flagged off  a an awareness three-wheel-
er rally to ensure 100% voter turnout.

‘BJP acting like 
British, TN will 
not forgive Modi’
Says MP Kanimozhi, slams PM over Manipur 
conflict, failure to visit flood-hit regions in TN

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirunelveli

THE people of  Tamil Nadu will 
not forgive Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for not visiting 
the flood-hit regions of  the 
state, said DMK deputy general 
secretary and Thoothukudi MP 
K Kanimozhi here on Tuesday. 
She made the remark while on 
a canvassing trail for  C Robert 
Bruce Congress’ candidate in 
Tirunelveli. 

“The BJP-led union govern-
ment has been acting like the 
British by levying taxes in the 
name of  GST collection. It en-
gaged in divisive politics in Ma-
nipur, and Modi, who has been 
travelling around the world, 
did not pay a visit to the state 
where people of  two ethnic 
groups resided in camps fear-
ing for their lives,” Kanimozhi 
said. 

Slamming the prime minis-
ter for not visiting the flood-hit 
areas of  Tamil Nadu, she said, 
“He (Modi) did not visit the 
state then, but now he is here 
for election campaigns. The 
prime minister says he regrets 
not knowing Tamil language, 

but the union government has 
been responding to our letters 
in Hindi. Similarly, union min-
isters also respond to our ques-
tions in Hindi,” the MP added. 

Furthermore, Kanimozhi 
flagged the Centre for not tak-
ing action against Chinese en-
croachments in Ladakh and 
Arunachal Pradesh. “China 
has occupied thousands of  sq 
km in Ladakh and created 
many villages in Arunachal 
Pradesh. Former Jammu and 
Kashmir Governor Satya Pal 
Malik had revealed that the 
Pulwama attack was utilised by 
the BJP for gaining political 
mileage. It was a betrayal to our 
country,” she said.

Meanwhile, the DMK leader 
also met with the members of  
various organisations in 
Tirunelveli, including Dhak-
shinamara Nadar Sangam, Ya-
davas Munnetra Kazhagam 
and Palayamkottai market 
traders’ union, and sought 
votes for Robert Bruce. She 
also canvassed votes for Ten-
kasi DMK candidate Rani Sri-
kumar in various parts of  Ten-
k a s i  p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
constituency.

WORKS ON AT THOOTHUKUDI

One-minute stop for 3 trains 
at Melur from April 2 to 16
THOOTHKUDI: Following com-
plaints of  inconvenience due to 
ongoing renovation works at 
the Thoothukudi railway sta-
tion, the southern railways an-
nounced that three trains will 
stop at the newly-constructed 
Thoothukudi-Melur halt-rail-
way station from April 2 to 16. 
Renovation work has been go-
ing on at the Thoothukudi sta-
tion for the last one week. As a 
result, arrival and departure of  

trains was shifted to platform 
two. This proved to be an incon-
venience for passengers. In a 
statement, the authorities said 
that Thoothukudi —  Chennai 
Egmore Pearl City Express and 
Tuticorin — Mysuru Express 
will temporarily stop at the 
Thoothukudi — Melur station 
for one minute, from April 2 to 
16, while the Mysuru-Tuticorin 
Express will stop at the station 
for a minute from April 2 to 15.

AIADMK, DMK 
in secret pact to 
defeat NDA in 
TN: Dhinakaran
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tenkasi

CANVASSING voters for BJP’s 
Tenkasi candidate B John Pan-
dian here on Tuesday, AMMK 
General Secretary TTV Dhina-
karan said that the AIADMK 
and DMK have formed a ‘secret 
partnership’ to defeat the NDA 
alliance in Tamil Nadu.

“AIADMK and the DMK are 
secret partners against the 
BJP-led NDA alliance in the 
state. AIADMK agreed to split 
the vote share of  the NDA to fa-
vour the DMK so that the DMK 
would not inquire into the cor-
ruption charges against AIAD-
MK leaders. AIADMK could 
not win in the 2019 Parliamen-
tary election, 2021 Assembly 
election and the local body elec-
tions, even though it spent 
crores for the election,” Dhina-
karan alleged. 

 He further claimed that nei-
ther the DMK nor AIADMK 
have a prime minister candi-
date, while the BJP alliance has 
declared Narendra Modi as its 
PM candidate. “The women I 
meet during campaigns are 
seeking the closure of  liquor 
shops in Tamil Nadu. If  NDA 
parties come to power in Tamil 
Nadu, we will close the liquor 
shops and introduce toddy 
shops,” he added.

Chithirai fest: HC bins plea on pvt mandagapadis
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

THE Madurai Bench of  the Ma-
dras High Court disposed of  a 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 
petition seeking direction to 
the Madurai district authori-
ties not to permit setting up of  
mandagapadis after private in-
dividuals or caste organisa-
tions, during the upcoming 
Chithirai festival. 

A bench of  justices R Suresh 
Kumar and G Arul Murugan 

refused to grant the relief  
sought by the litigant by ob-
serving that the court cannot 
interfere with the said proc-
ess merely based on the 
apprehensions of  the liti-
gant especially when he 
has not produced any 
concrete materials to 
substantiate them. 

The litigant C Selvaku-
mar, an advocate from Ma-
durai, stated that he made an 
RTI application seeking infor-
mation on the private shrines 

which have been granted per-
mission to set up mandaga-
padis during the upcoming 

Chithirai festival. But the 
said information was 

not furnished to him, 
he claimed. Stating 
that only traditional 
shrines and those au-

thorised by the gov-
ernment should be per-

m i t t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h 
mandagapadis and that per-
mitting private organisations 
and individuals would lead to 

discrimination, he sought the 
above direction. 

However, the government 
counsel informed that the 
said festival was being con-
ducted for the past several 
years and no such complaints 
have been raised so far. Appli-
cations for setting up manda-
gapadis are considered based 
on merits and 483 mandaga-
padis have been permitted as 
of  now, he added and termed 
the litigant’s allegations 
baseless. 

OPS jacks up jackfruit’s appeal in Ramnad
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Ramanathapuram

FROM the day ‘jackfruit’ symbol 
was allotted to former chief  minis-
ter O Panneerselvam, who is con-
testing the Lok Sabha polls from 
Ramanathapuram, jackfruit sales 
has notably gone up in the district. 
According to local traders, there has 
been a hike in demand for the fruit 
and its sale is likely to increase in 
the next couple of  weeks. 

OPS was allotted jackfruit symbol 
through drawing of  lots earlier on 
Saturday. Since then, the supporters 
of  the leader were seen carrying the 
fruit during poll campaigns, espe-
cially public meetings, in a bid reg-
ister the image of  the symbol in the 
minds of  voters, sources said. 

In case of  jackfruits, a major por-
tion is brought to Ramanathapuram 
from Pudukkottai. “On an average 

we send 30-40 tonnes of  jackfruit to 
around 15 wholesale traders in Ra-
manathapuram on a daily basis. 
The prices range from `22-`25/kg. 
Though we have been sending the 
usual quantity of  jackfruit, its de-
mand has increased over the past 
couple of  days, as cadres (OPS) are 
purchasing decent number of  fruits 
from traders in Ramanathapuram,” 
said Sekar, a wholesale jackfruit 

trader from Pudukkottai. 
Generally, smaller vendors tend 

to be the larger purchasers of  jack-
fruits. However, in the past couple 
of  days, party cadres have been 
showing a keen interest in purchas-
ing the fruit in the district. On an 
average, an additional quantity of  
nearly 50 jackfruits were sold in the 
past three days, local traders said. 

On the contrary, another jack 
fruit trader said, “Though there was 
a hike in sales in the weekends, 
there was not much of  a demand in 
the market in the later days. Cur-
rently, the sales are up only for local 
retailers in Ramanathapuram.” 

Meanwhile, Jayaguru, a cadre 
from Ramanathapuram, said, “We 
purchase jackfruits and carry it dur-
ing public meetings to familiarise 
our symbol among the people. Carry-
ing the real fruit, instead of  its post-
ers, could create a bigger impact.”

MP Kanimozhi Karunanidhi campaigned for Congress candidate Robert Bruce in 
Tirunelveli  |  V KARTHIK ALAGU

 SHARING IS CARING
Sudden shower in Salem brought relief from the scorching summer heat on Tuesday |  V SAKTHI

Collector K P Karthikeyan and General observer Sonali  Ponkshe Vayangakar 
conducting randomisation of EVMs |  V KARTHIK ALAGU

TA seller arranging jackfruits in 
Ramanathapuram | EXPRESS

Eight detained under 
Goondas for murder
Thoothukudi: Eight persons 
arrested in connection with a 
murder under the Pudukkottai 
police station limits were detained 
under the Goondas Act. Sources 
said, one Vadivel Murugan (28) of 
Pakkapatti was killed near the 
Thoothukudi-Tirunelveli NH, on 
February 28. K Esakkimuthu (32), 
S Lakshmi (55), S Chinnathambi 
(25), Marimuthu (28), M Praveen 
Kumar (21), K Arumugam alias 
Alex (23), M Praveen (26) and G 
Vijay (29) were arrested. Based on 
SP L Balaji Saravanan’s order, 
Collector G Lakshmipathy 
detained all eight. Esakimuthu, 
Chinnathambu and Marimuthu 
were sent to Cuddalore Central 
Prison, while Lakshmi was sent to 
the Madurai women’s prison. The 
rest were lodged at Palayamkottai 
Central Prison, police sources said. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

R I D I N G  O N  P O L L S

I, A.Viji, B.A.B.L., Advocate, on behalf 
of my clients Mrs.Saraswathi D/o.Ra-
jamani & W/o Gnanaraj Who residing 
at Door No.46B, Thiraviapuram 1st 
Street, Melur Thoothukudi, Thoothu-
kudi District, do hereby inform the 
general public that my client had lost 
her original document No.2913/2010 
at while taking a Xerox in Shop locat-
ed at Thoothukudi bus stand which is 
parent deed for her purchased land 
bearing Northern portion of Plot No: 
28 measuring 936.655Sq.Ft in Thoothu-
kudi Village, Sy.Nos.108, 107, Sub-div 
Sy.Nos.107/1, 107/2, 108/2, New Sub-
div Sy.No.107/1A2 under title Reg. 
Sale deed No.3463/2010 (Thoothu-
kudi Keelur SRO). If anyone finds it or 
have objection, kindly inform me by 
Ph.No.9944046010 within 7 days from 
the date of issue of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE
On 15.03.2014 when I went to 
Thoranakuruchi from Nanguneri 
bus station while I took a Xerox 
Copy of my Original Sale deed (Val-
lioor Sub Register Office, document 
No: 496/2002) the Original Sale deed 
was missing. If any one else found 
that Original sale deed Please  
inform us at following address.

Muthuraj, S/o.Perumal, 
129, Thoranakuruchi
Rajakkamangalam

Cell No.7904632665

MISSING
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