
The Kerala police have registered a case against a local CPM leader for 
interfering illegally when an elderly woman was casting her vote during  
a ‘vote from home’ procedure at Kalliasseri, Kasaragod LS constituency. 
The police also booked five officials in connection with the incident
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Voters wait to cast their  ballot during the first phase of the Lok Sabha elections. (Right) Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin 
and his wife Durga after casting their  votes at a polling booth in Chennai on Friday |  P JAWAHAR

LS POLLS: TAMIL NADU RECORDS 
69 PER CENT VOTER TURNOUT 

M U R U G A N A N D H A M  @  Chennai

AMID heatwave-like condi-
tions searing large parts of  the 
state, Tamil Nadu peacefully 
completed voting in its 39 Lok 
Sabha constituencies, barring 
minor skirmishes and EVM 
glitches in some places, with a 
provisional voter turnout of  
69% as of  7pm on Friday. The 
figure might be revised as vot-
ers in queues at polling booths 
as of  6pm were still casting 
their ballot.

Briefing reporters at the sec-
retariat, Chief  Electoral Offic-
er Satyabrata Sahoo said that
Flying Squad Teams and Static 
Surveillance Teams  will be dis-
mantled in the state, an an-
nouncement that would give 
much relief  to traders, farmers 
and jewellers. However, the 
teams will continue to be sta-
tioned in the border areas of  
the neighbouring States of   
Kerala, Karnataka, and And-
hra Pradesh where elections 
are not yet over.

The provisional voting figure 
this year was slightly lower 
than 2019’s turnout of  72.47%. 
A comparison of  provisional 
polling data in all 39 constitu-
encies in the current elections 
against the turnout in the 
2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions suggests as many 
as 25 constituencies 
may have polled fewer 
votes this year while 

14 constituencies may have 
polled more votes.

Of  the 39 constituencies, 33 
constituencies have polled 
more than 70% of  votes with 
Kallakurichi topping the list 
(75.67%) followed by Dhar-
mapuri (75.44%) and Chidama-
baram (74.87%). Chennai Cen-
tral saw the lowest turnout of  
67.35%. The three constituen-
cies in Chennai district, will 
still seeing the lowest turnout 

in the state, have polled more 
votes compared to 2019.

Sahoo said polling was 
peaceful except a few 
stray incidents. A 
very low percent-
age of  EVMs had to 
be replaced due to 

technical issues, he added. He 
said postal ballots are yet to be 
added to the overall votes 
polled. He pointed out that the 
provisional voter turnout in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls in TN 
stood at only 69% suggesting a 
rise in votes polled this year. 
Stating that voter turnout in-
creased between 3pm to 6pm 
due to the high temperatures 
seen in many parts of  TN, he 
said the final polling percent-
age would be announced on 
Saturday.

Asked if  repolling would be 
conducted anywhere, the CEO 
said it would depend on the re-
ports to be filed by the presid-
ing officers, observers and po-
litical parties. 

Contest was largely three-way among DMK, AIADMK and BJP
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A major chunk of  the Telugu-
speaking populace, including 
the Reddys and Naidus, would 
favour Sowmya, but the Kanna-
da-speaking Vokkaligas in Ben-
galuru South are uneasy, ob-
serves a resident, Swami 
Gowda. “A major section of  
Vokkaligas who migrated from 
Mandya district to Bengaluru 
South are with the JDS. They 
are likely to support Surya, a 
Brahmin, who is the BJP-JD(S) 
alliance candidate,” he opines.

But Suryanarayana, a shop-
keeper at Mavalli area, has a 
different take. “Many voters 
who claimed to be with the 
BJP in the past may change 
their position as the situation 
is fluid this time around,” he 
says. This constituency was a 
BJP citadel for over three dec-
ades. It was represented by 
for mer Union minister 

Ananth Kumar in the LS for 
five terms before his untimely 
demise in 2018. Ananth Kumar 
had defeated Infosys co-found-
er Nandan Nilekani in 2014.

In 2019, Surya defeated 
former Rajya Sabha member B 
K Hariprasad of  the Congress
by a huge margin of  3.31 lakh 
votes. The situation, however, 
has changed. Recently, a Hindu 
shopkeeper playing Hanuman 
Chalisa was attacked by some 
goons. Surya and the BJP tried 
to draw political mileage out 
of  it but failed. Clearly, he is 
facing some anti-incumbency.

Recently, at the meeting of  a 
failed Sri Guru Raghavendra 
Cooperative bank, Surya and 
his uncle (Basavanagudi MLA 
L A Ravi Subramanya) were 
heckled as they were accused 
of  failing to safeguard the in-
terests of  depositors. But they 
turned the tables on the Con-
gress, blaming it for the run on

the bank. Surya is banking 
mainly on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s charisma as 
the opposition INDIA bloc does 
not have a prime ministerial 
face. On the other hand, Sow-
mya chants the five Congress 
guarantees and depends on 
her father’s political acumen.

The working class, especially 
a major chunk of  women, are 
inclined towards the Congress 
because of  the five guarantees. 
Most of  them reside in about 60 
slums across the constituency. 
But the conventional BJP voters 
and those with JD(S), mostly 
the Vokkaligas, support Surya. 
No wonder then, he visited 
Vokkaliga religious head Sri 
Balagangadharanatha Swamiji 
and Lingayat’s Sri Siddalinga 
Swamiji at Siddaganga Mutt.

“This election is mainly about 
securing a third term for PM 
Modi ji - it’s not a local or a state 
election,” Surya emphasises.

‘Situation is fluid in B’lore South’

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ 
U d u p i

KARNATAKA Energy Minis-
ter KJ George said that the 
state government has been 
managing the power situation 
well, despite the drought in 
the state. Speaking to report-
ers here on Friday, KJ George 
said that the state government 
is prepared to face the situa-
tion and added that apart from 
the conventional method of  
power generation through 

hydel reservoirs, the state is 
also focusing on solar power 
generation. 

“In 2014-15, 2,000 MW capac-
ity solar park project was ap-
proved to be set up in Pavaga-
da. During our recent visit to 
Pavagada, farmers came for-
ward to give 10,000 acre of  land 
out on lease. Farmers in Mad-
hugiri also have come forward 
to give their land for the solar 
park. We will be starting the 
project soon. Tender has been 
floated for 750 MW solar power 

plant near substations. This 
would minimize the power lost 
in transmission. In all, 3,000 
MW solar power plant will be 
set up near sub stations in the 
state in the future,” he said. 

“We will also support the ex-
isting private thermal power 
plant like Adani Power Ltd in 
Udupi to expand their power 
generation capacity,” he added. 
KJ George who is the KPCC in-
c h a r g e  f o r  U d u p i -
Chikkamagalur Lok Sabha 
constituency, attacked BJP and 

blamed the party of  spreading 
lies to win the general election. 
‘’Voters have decided that the 
I.N.D.I.A. bloc should win the 
elections,” he said.

The BJP promised that they 
would bring back black money 
stashed in foreign banks, and 
provide two crore jobs each 
year to the youth. They did not 
fulfil majority of  the promis-
es. Though India has a large 
youth population, the GDP has 
not increased satisfactorily,” 
he said.

‘K’taka is managing power situation despite drought’
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“WHEN the assailants 
heard me calling the po-
lice, they rushed towards 
our room. But I had locked 
it from inside. They did 
not break open the door 
and attack us,” Prakash 
Bakale said. 

Gadag Superintendent of  
Police BS Nemagouda, who 
visited the house, said, “We 
are investigating the case. 
Four people were murdered 
between 2 am and 3 am.”

Law Minister HK Patil 
visited the house and con-
soled the Bakale family 
members. Belagavi North 
IGP Vikash Kumar and Ad-
ditional SP MB Sankad also 
visited the house.

Law minister 
visits house  
of victims 

102-YEAR-OLD WOMAN COMES ALONE TO CAST HER VOTE

Dindigul: A 102-year-old woman  named Chinnamal cast her vote in 
the Ramalingapatti polling booth in Rettiyarchaitram in Dindigul 
Lok Sabha constituency. She came to the polling booth on her own 
with the support of a stick. As per ECI instructions returning officer 
MN Poongodi informed the public to avail free vehicle facility for 
senior citizens and differently abled persons. However, it did not 
reach the public. Hence, they came to the booths with their family. 

100 TRIBALS WALKED FOR 10KM TO EXERCISE THEIR FRANCHISE

Tiruppur: As complaints galore about affluent and educated people 
in cities fail to cast their votes, about 100 tribal men and women 
walked for nearly 10km through hostile terrain to exercise their 
franchise at a polling booth on Friday. In a poignant exemplar of the 
political awareness at the grassroots, the tribals skipped their 
breakfast and walked for more than four hours amid sweltering heat 
to fulfill their democratic responsibility.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

First death due to 
sunstroke in Odisha
Bhubaneswar: Even as Odisha 
continued to remain in the grip 
of a blistering heatwave for 
the fifth consecutive day, the 
state government on Friday 
confirmed first death related 
to sunstroke in the state.
Laxmikanta Sahu (62) of 
Maheshpur village in Bhograi 
tehsil reportedly died due to 
sunstroke on Monday (April 
15).  A total of 71 cases of heat 
related illness have been 
reported in the state.


