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8 injured in attacks by sloth 
bears in the last 10 days 
K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R 
@ Hosapete

MORE than eight persons 
have been injured and ad-
mitted to hospitals after 
they were attacked by sloth 
bears in Vijayanagara and 
Ballari districts in the last 
10 days. Both districts are 
home to a large number of  
sloth bears in the state. 

Villagers say that due to 
the prevailing drought situ-
ation, wild animals like 
sloth bears, leopards and 
jackals stray into agricul-
tural land in search of  wa-
ter. Most of  the attacks have 
been reported from farm 
fields with farmers being 
the victims.

Villagers point out that 
the drought situation has 
led to water scarcity in the 
reserved forest in the dis-
tricts. Recently, at Kudligi 
taluk, sloth bears attacked 
two-wheeler riders. As many 
as five cases were reported 
from Ballari and four cases 
from Vijayanagara district 
in the last 10 days. 

Chandrashekar Gudi-
gante, a resident of  Kudligi, 
said, two days ago, a sloth 
bear attacked two farmers 
who were working in their 
agricultural land and the 
condition of  one of  them is 
said to be serious. The in-
jured has been admitted to 
Vijayanagara Institute of  
Medical Science (VIMS) 
hospital. “The Forest De-
partment has assured that 
water ponds will be con-
structed in the forest area 
but we don’t when. We re-
quested the department to 
construct more number of  
water ponds. They had also 
announced the setting up of  
a task force as well to avoid 
man-animal conflict during 
summer season,” he added. 

Congress has blueprint 
for the future: Priyank
Says people of the state were benefitting from five guarantee 
schemes which had improved their economic condition

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kalaburagi

THE Congress party has come 
before voters with its track-
record and blueprint for the 
future to seek blessings from 
the people,” said Rural Devel-
opment Minister Priyank 
Kharge who is also Kalabura-
gi District in-charge Minister 
here on Monday.

Addressing a party workers 
meeting of  Gulbarga-South 
held at Basavarajappa Appa 
Memorial Hall ’ in Kalabura-
gi, Priyank Kharge said that 
people of  the state were get-
ting the benefit of  5 guaran-
tees which would certainly 
improve their economic con-
dition. “By doing this, we have 
fulfilled our promise given be-
fore the Assembly Elections 
about 9 months back. We 
would certainly put our efforts 
to get the benefit of  Central 
Sponsored schemes if  our can-
didates get elected to the Lok 
Sabha in the upcoming parlia-
ment elections,” he said. 

The district in-charge min-
ister said that in the previous 
Lok Sabha elections, people of  
Gulbarga Parliamentary con-
stituency voted in favour of  
Dr Umesh Jadhav hoping that 
they would get a good MP for 
the district. “But he behaved 
as MP of  Chincholi Assembly 
constituency rather than Gul-
barga MP,” he said.

Priyank Kharge said that 
the rate of  Petrol which was 
Rs 70 when Congress was in 

power in the Centre has in-
creased to Rs 100 now, The 
price of  diesel which was Rs 
55 at that time has increased 
to Rs 90.

 The price of  gas cylinder 
which was Rs 400 when Con-
gress party was in power has 
now become Rs 1,000. These 
are the achievements of  Modi 
government. When L K Adva-
ni of  BJP was the Deputy 
Prime Minister, he rejected 
the proposal of  Karnataka 
government to amend Article 
371 J, but Congress govern-
ment has amended it, he 
claimed. 

The voters of  Kalaburagi 
should elect Radhakrishna 
Dodmani for development, he 
said.

The Congress candidate 
Radhakrishna Dodmani re-
quested party workers to con-
vince people about the achieve-

ment of  Congress party 
government and the need of  
electing the Congress party 
candidate in the elections. The 
role of  party workers is cru-
cial, he said.

KKRDB president Dr Ajay 
Singh, who also spoke, said 
that the Union government is 
partial in giving grants to Kar-
nataka. Though Karnataka is 
remitting tax of  Rs 4.75 lakh 
crore, the government has giv-
en only Rs 52,000 crore to the 
state, he said. 

Though the state govern-
ment has requested several 
times for providing dought re-
lief  compensation, it has not 
bothered to release it, Dr Ajay 
Singh alleged. 

Former minister Babu Rao 
Chinchansoor, MLA Allam-
aprabhu Patil, District Con-
gress Committee president 
Jagadev Guttedar also spoke.

Those who are opposing 
govt’s 5 guarantee schemes 
are anti-poor: Dwarakanath
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kalaburagi

“POOR families in the state 
are getting Rs 4,000 to Rs 5,000 
per month on an average (Rs. 
48,000 to Rs 60,000 annually) 
from the ‘5 Guarantees’ being 
given by the Karnataka gov-
ernment,” said former chair-
man of  State Backward Com-
mission C S Dwarakanath 
who is also the president of  
the social justice wing   of  
KPCC here on Monday.

Speaking in a press confer-
ence here, some people are 
pooh-poohing these ‘5 guar-
antees’ as freebies or free 
gifts, and some other people 
were exhibiting their anti-
poor stance. 

“They are air-
ing their views 
that the govern-
m e n t  s h o u l d 
teach the poor 
on how to catch 
the fish from the 
pond and should 
not catch them 
and give it to the 
poor. This mind-

set is against the constitu-
t i o n , ”  D w a r a k a n a t h 
asserted.

He said that the govern-
ment has said in the Assem-
bly Sessions that these 5 
guarantees would lift 1.2 
crore poor families from 
poverty. “As per the Direc-
tive Principles of  the Indian 
Constitution, it is the re-
sponsibility of  the govern-
ment to guarantee food, 
shelter, health, education 
and employment. This is 
what the 5 Guarantees are 
providing,” 

“The 5 Guarantees should 
be deemed as Universal Ba-
sic Income (UBI). The inten-
tion of  the UBI is to eradi-
cate poverty and to bring 

e q u a l i t y, ”  t h e 
former chairman 
of  the State Back-
ward Class Com-
mission felt. 

President of  the 
District Congress 
Committee Ja-
gadev Guttedar 
was present in the 
press conference.

JDS leader joins 
Congress in Bidar

Forest and Environment Minister Eshwar Khandre handing over the Congress party 
flag to JD(S) leader Somnath Kandgule in Bhalki  | EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bidar

JANATA DAL (S) party state 
general secretary Somanath 
Kandagule joined the Con-
gress party at Bhalki in Bidar 
district on Monday. Forest, 
Ecology, Environment and 
District Minister Eshwar 
Khandre gave the party flag to 
Somanath Kandagule at his 
residence Bhalki town and 
welcomed him to Congress 
party. 

Khandre said that with the 
addition of  Somnath Kand-
agule, the Congress party has 
gained strength. Somnath 
Kandagule of  Chimakod vil-
lage in Bidar taluk was active 
in the JDS party for the last 30 
years. Dissatisfied with the re-
cent developments in the party, 
he resigned from the JDS. 

Congress leaders Ambrutrao 
Chimkode and Suryakant Patil 
Chimkode were present on the 
occasion.

Congress candidate Radhakrishna Dodmani speaks at a party workers meeting in 
Kalaburagi on Monday  | EXPRESS

A 56 year-old man attacked by a sloth bear 
in Ballari  district recently | EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Give priority to water problem, DC tells officials
Bidar: Deputy Commissioner Govind Reddy instructed officials to 
give priority to ensure that there is no drinking water problem in any 
village of the district. He was chairing a meeting on drinking water 
problems in urban and rural areas, here on Monday. The DC 
instructed the officials to ensure there is no drinking water problem 
in urban and rural areas. If there are any, the tahsildars, taluk 
panchayat executive officers and Rural Drinking Water Supply 
assistant executive engineers should solve them immediately. 
Private borewells should be hired in the affected villages, he said. 

Voters should show their gratitude to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi who gave free vaccination and tapped 
water to every house, by voting for the BJP

Basavaraj 
Bommai, 
ex-CM

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


