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 LR:  Light Rain  WI: Windy  HR:  Heavy Rain   SN: Snow 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 20 7 SNY
Colombo 33 25 TDS
Dhaka 33 25 TDS
Dubai 25 20 SNY
Houston 25 17 SNY
Istanbul 20 12 SNY
London 14 6 LR

Los Angeles 17 11 SNY
Melbourne 23 13 SNY
Moscow 10 4 LC
New York 13 4 SNY
Singapore 34 25 TDS
Toronto 8 0 LC
Washington 15 6 SNY

5,000
police are needed in Haiti to help 
tackle ‘catastrophic’ gang violence

THE HAGUE

IN a legally binding order, the 
top United Nations court says 
Israel must open more land 
crossings into Gaza for food, 
water, fuel and other supplies.

The International Court of  
Justice issued two new so-
called provisional measures 
Thursday in a case brought by 
South Africa accusing Israel of  
acts of  genocide in its war in 
Gaza — charges Israel strongly 
denies.

The U.N. has reported that 
100% of  Gaza’s 2.3 million peo-
ple are at severe levels of  food 
insecurity.

Aid deliveries have been im-
peded by Israeli military re-
strictions, ongoing hostilities 
and the breakdown of  public 
order, according to the U.N. and 
international aid groups.

And in the West Bank, Israeli 
authorities say an attacker 
wounded three people Thurs-

day after opening fire at several 
vehicles on a main route in the 
territory. The military says it’s 
still searching for the shooter.

Tensions in the West Bank 
have surged since the start of  
the war in Gaza, which has 
killed more than 32,000 people 
and wounded 74,000, according 
to the Gaza’s Health Ministry. 
The ministry doesn’t differenti-
ate between civilians and com-

batants in its tally, but says 
women and children make up 
two-thirds of  the dead.

Some 1,200 people were killed 
in Israel and another 250 people 
abducted when Hamas-led mili-
tants stormed into southern Is-
rael, triggering the war in 
Gaza.

In a related development, an 
Israeli airstrike killed at least 
12 people when it slammed into 
a residential building late 
Thursday in the southern Gaza 
city of  Rafah, which is over-
flowing with displaced civil-
ians, according to health 
officials.

Two children and four wom-
en were among the dead pulled 
from the rubble, said Dr. Saleh 
al-Hams, the head of  the nurs-
ing department at the Europe-
an Hospital.

Eight of  the bodies, includ-
ing two mangled and unidenti-
fiable corpses, were transferred 
to the European Hospital.  AP

BEIRUT

THE Syrian army says Israeli 
airstrikes early Friday near 
the northern city of  Aleppo 
have killed and wounded sev-
eral people and caused mate-
rial damage.

 Syrian state media quoted 
an unnamed military official 
as saying that the Israeli 
strikes coincided with drone 
attacks by Syrian insurgent 
groups on civilians targets in 
Aleppo and its suburbs. It did 
not give an exact numbers for 
the casualties.

The UK-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, 
an opposition war monitor, 
said Israeli strikes hit missile 
depots for Lebanon’s militant 
Hezbollah group in Aleppo’s 
southern suburb of  Jibreen 
near the Aleppo International 
Airport. It added that dozens 
of  soldiers were killed or 
wounded in the strikes.

The Observatory said ex-
plosions were still heard two 
hours after the strikes.

There was no immediate 
statement from Israeli offi-
cials on the strikes. Israel fre-
quently launches strikes on 
Iran-linked targets in Syria 
but rarely acknowledges 
them.

On Thursday, Syrian state 
media reported airstrikes 
near the capital Damascus 
saying it  wounded two 
civilians.

Hezbollah has had an armed 
presence in Syria since it 
joined the country’s conflict 
fighting alongside govern-
ment forces.

Aleppo, Syria’s largest city 
and once its commercial cen-
tre, has come under such at-
tacks in the past that led to the 
closure of  its international 
airport. Friday’s strike did 
not affect the airport. 

  AP

32,623
GAZA TOLL SO FAR

ISRAEL-GAZA: DAY 173

I S R A E L

G A Z A  
S T R I P

Jerusalem

Tel Aviv WEST BANK

JO
R

D
A

N

� Gaza starvation could 
amount to war crime, UN 

human rights chief tells BBC

UN court says Israel must 
open more land crossings 

Syria says Israeli attack 
in Aleppo killed many

Members of the US Air  Force load 
containers of humanitarian aid into an 
airplane at Al-Udeid Air  Base, Qatar, on 
Friday, prior to dropping them over the 
Gaza Strip |  AP

ISLAMABAD

TWO more Chinese companies 
have stopped work on hydro-
power projects three days after 
five Chinese nationals were 
killed in a suicide attack in Pa-
kistan’s restive Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa province, accord-
ing to a media report.

 The development comes a 
day after Power Construction 
Corporation of  China suspend-
ed civil works at the Tarbela 
5th Extension Hydropower 
Project in the Swabi district of  
KP province and laid off  over 
2,000 workers.

The Chinese were working 
on the Dasu hydropower 
project, which is about 300 km 
to the north of  Islamabad. The 
4,320 MW project is being con-
structed by China Gezhouba 
with funding from the WB.

Tuesday’s assault was the 
second suicide attack on the 
personnel working on the Chi-
na-backed hydropower project 
since 2021.

After the Tarbela project, the 
Chinese companies have now 
suspended civil work at the 
Dasu and Diamer-Bhasha dams 
due to security concerns and 
about 1,000 Chinese engineers 
working on both the projects 
have stopped operations.

The local staff  for both the 
projects has been directed to 
stay home till further orders, 
The News Inter national 
reported.

An official working on the 
Dasu dam project confirmed 
that the Chinese company 
stopped work and local staff  
was asked to stay at home. PTI

Chinese stop 
work on Pak 
dams after 
suicide attack
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DON’T WATCH 
THE CLOCK; DO 
WHAT IT DOES. 

KEEP GOING
SAM LEVENSON

For enquiry contact:


