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NEW DELHI : Mr. Hardeep Singh Puri, Union 
Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas and Housing 
and Urban A� airs, launched ‘ETHANOL 100, a 
revolutionary automotive fuel at IndianOil Retail 
Outlet M/s. Irwin Road Service Station, New 
Delhi today. Customers can avail ETHANOL 100 
at select 183 retail outlets of IndianOil across � ve 
states - Maharashtra, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, 
New Delhi, and Tamil Nadu.
Mr. Pankaj Jain, Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum 
& Natural Gas; Mr. Shrikant Madhav Vaidya, 
Chairman, senior o�  cials from MoP&NG, 
functional Directors of IndianOil also participated 
in the launch ceremony.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr.  Hardeep Singh Puri 
said that the launch of ETHANOL 100 was inspired 
by the vision of the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India 
to transform Annadatas to Urjadatas. “It re� ects 
the government's commitment to reducing import 
dependency, conserving foreign exchange, and 
boosting the agriculture sector. Since the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister's announcement on E20 (20% 

ethanol blended fuel) in 2023, the E20 availability 
has increased to 12,000 outlets in under a year, and 
now, with the introduction of ETHANOL100 at 183 
outlets of IndianOil, we are close to achieving the 
target of 20% ethanol blending by 2025-26. During 
the last 10 years these ethanol blending initiatives 
have enhanced farmer incomes, increased rural 
employment, reduced CO2 emissions equivalent 
to planting 1.75 crore trees and resulted in savings 
of Rs 85,000 crore worth of foreign exchange” he 

stated.
On the occasion, Mr. Jain said “� e initiative 
underscores a signi� cant shi�  towards embracing 
sustainable technologies, instilling con� dence 
in manufacturers to invest in ethanol-based 
vehicles. � e transition of high-volume vehicles to 
alternative fuels is a testament to our commitment. 
Moreover, the consistent supply of ethanol, backed 
by our robust ethanol industry, addresses concerns 
over its availability. � is move also a�  rms our 
commitment to decarbonization. I extend my 
compliments to IndianOil for spearheading this 
initiative. � eir support signi� es the permanence 
of ethanol and � ex fuels in our energy landscape”.
Addressing the gathering, Mr. S M Vaidya, 
Chairman, IndianOil highlighted that India is 
among the few countries of the world to have 
ETHANOL 100 fuel. He said, “� is marks a 
signi� cant milestone in India's journey towards 
sustainability and clean mobility”. Today we are 
ready to leverage the abundant availability of 
ethanol.
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Antitrust body CCI launches inquiry
into Google's Play Store billing system
NEW DELHI: � e Competition 

Commission of India (CCI) 
has taken action against 
Google's billing system on its 
Play Store platform, ordering 
a detailed investigation into 
the matter on Friday, March 
15, 2024. � is directive by 
the antitrust body comes 
a� er concerns were raised by 
Indian companies regarding 
Google's billing policies. In 
its order issued on Friday, 
the CCI expressed its initial 
view that Google may have 
violated certain sections of the 
Competition Act, prompting 
the need for a thorough 
investigation.

� e commission has instructed 
the Director General (DG) to 
conduct the probe and submit 
a report within 60 days. “In 
view of the foregoing, the 
Commission is of the prima 
facie view that Google has 
violated the provisions of 
Section 4(2)(a), 4(2)(b) and 
4(2)(c) of the Act, as elaborated 
supra which warrants detailed 
investigation. Accordingly, 
the Commission directs the 
Director General (‘DG’) to 

cause an investigation to be 
made into the matter under the 
provisions of Section 26(1) of 
the Act. � e Commission also 
directs the DG to complete 
the investigation and submit 
a consolidated investigation 
report within a period of 60 
days from the date of receipt of 
this order,” said the order.

� e decision follows Google’s 
recent removal of several apps 
from its Play Store, belonging 
to ten Indian developers, citing 
non-compliance with billing 
policies.  Among the delisted 
apps were popular ones like 
Bharat Matrimony, Shaadi.
com, Truly Madly, and others. 
� ese apps were reinstated 
a� er the developers complied 
with Google’s policies.

A plea was � led by a group of 
startups, alleging that Google’s 
actions violated a previous CCI 

directive, which instructed the 
company not to restrict app 
developers from using third-
party billing services.

Google’s Play Store imposes 
a fee ranging from 15 per 
cent to 30 per cent for in-app 
purchases and subscriptions 
made through its billing 
system. Developers opting for 
third-party billing options pay 
a commission of 11 per cent 
to 26 per cent, o� ering a slight 
reduction in service fees.

In its detailed order, the 
regulator questioned Google’s 
justi� cation for the service 
fee, particularly regarding 
the services provided to app 
developers. � e CCI noted 
discrepancies, especially 
concerning the exemption 
given to certain types of apps 
from the service fee.

� e CCI pointed out concerns 
over the apparent arbitrariness 
and discrimination in the 
application of service fees, 
especially considering the 
large size of physical delivery 
apps that do not contribute 
to Google’s investment in the 
Play Store.

Big Bonanza for LIC Employees, 
government approves 17% Wage Hike

New Delhi: Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections 
and Holi, the Central Government has brought 
good news for LIC employees. E� ective August 
2022, Life Insurance Corporation of India 
personnel are set to receive a 17 percent wage 
hike. � e decision comes 
a� er a DA hike for Central 
and many State employees.

As per the reports, over 
110,000 employees across 
the nation have bene� ted 
from the announcement of 
a wage hike. “� e changes 
mean that nearly 24,000 
employees who joined a� er 
April 1, 2010, will see their National Pension 
System (NPS) contributions rise from 10 
percent to 14 percent. Also, LIC pensioners 
will receive a one-time extra payment to show 
gratitude for their hard work, bene� ting over 
30,000 pensioners and their families. � e 
government had already increased family 
pensions, helping more than 21,000 families,” 
the o�  cial statement reads.

� e insurer further said “� is complete revision 

will bene� t both current and former LIC 
employees, and it will also make LIC a more 
appealing place to work for future generations. 
LIC appreciates the Government of India 
for approving this wage increase, which will 

help all LIC employees and 
their families throughout 
the nation.” LIC, as a routine 
practice, conducts wage 
revisions for its employees 
every � ve years.
Apart from the wage hike, the 
announcement incorporates 
many revisions. One of the 
key components is an increase 

in the National Pension System contribution 
from 10 percent to 14 percent. � e alterations 
in NPS contribution are mainly for 
approximately 24,000 employees who joined 
the organization a� er April 1, 2010.

One-time ex-gratia payment
� e wage revision entails a one-time ex-gratia 

payment for LIC pensioners. � is gesture 
of appreciation will bene� t over 30,000 
pensioners and family pensioners.




