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T
he Kudumbashree
has launched build-
ing plan facilitation

centres to provide a liveli-
hood to its members who
have the requisite quali�-
cations and ease the pro-
cess of plan submission
and veri�cation for hous-
ing for the public.

With this, Kudumbash-
ree hopes to attract its
members who have civil
engineering diploma or de-
grees into entrepreneur-

ship and provide them a li-
velihood. 

It will also address the
shortage of empanelled
persons who certify that
there are no violations so
that permit for a housing
project can be issued with-
out delay. As the process of
applying for permits has
gone online, there is no
need for physical site in-
spections or resultant de-
lay. 

Kudumbashree hopes to
set up its building plan fa-
cilitation centres in each
grama panchayat and ur-

ban local body, especially
as the process of applying
for housing permits has
gone online. 

Those looking to set up
the facilitation centres will
have to get a building su-
pervisor licence from the
o�ce of the Local Self-Go-
vernment joint director so
that they are allowed to
draw plans and get empa-
nelled with the Local Self-
government department in
order to certify that there
are no violations. 

Kudumbashree mem-
bers or those who are part

of its auxiliary units can
run the building plan facil-
itation centres.

The Kudumbashree will
provide support for setting
up the facilitation centres
that will require a recep-
tion area, hardware such
as laptop or computer,
software for making plans
and their online submis-
sion. 

The facilitation centres
will be more user-friendly,
especially as they will gra-
dually move towards a un-
iform fee structure unlike
private players. 

Kudumbashree forays into
building plan facilitation 
Members will run the centres for plan preparation. Kudumbashree hopes to attract its members

who have civil engineering diploma into entrepreneurship and provide them a livelihood.
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A view of the illuminated pandal in front of the Manapullikavu Bhagavathy temple at Palakkad on Tuesday as part of the Manapullikavu Vela

which falls on Thursday. K.K. MUSTAFAH

The State Environment de-
partment is exploring va-
rious proposals to tackle
the threat of invasive water
hyacinths in the Vembanad
Kol ecosystem, including
encouraging Kudumbash-
ree workers to remove the
aquatic plant and the crea-
tion of a circular economy
by focusing on the weed-
to-wealth concept. 

The department recent-
ly convened a meeting of
various stakeholders on
tackling the menace that
has choked several water-

bodies across the State.
The Southern Bench of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) had asked the auth-
orities to elaborate on how
the aquatic plant could be
treated as a resource to
generate various value-ad-
ded products.

People deployed
Though the Department of
Inland Navigation suggest-
ed deployment of people
living near the canals in the
process of removing water
hyacinths, experts from
the TERI School of Ad-
vanced Studies, New Delhi,
pointed out that they

might not be willing to un-
dertake it as the local pop-
ulation had alternative
sources of livelihood. It
suggested utilising the ser-
vices of Kudumbashree
workers to address the
weed menace. 

A proposal to train them
in marketing the value-ad-
ded products also
emerged. The representa-
tives of Kottapuram Inte-
grated Development Socie-
ty stated that
Kudumbashree workers
were interested in the re-
moval of water hyacinth.
They also expressed their
willingness to impart train-

ing for the self-help groups
while pointing out that it
would o�er a sustainable li-
velihood for Kudumbash-
ree workers.

Study
A study is being carried out
in the Vembanad lake by
TERI based on the idea of
creating a circular econo-
my (economy model based
on reusing materials)
aimed at eliminating the
weed and creating value. It
has suggested the use of
low-end technology to de-
velop value-added pro-
ducts out of water hya-
cinth. 

Kudumbashree workers to be engaged
to tackle menace of water hyacinth 
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The �rst edition of the Ker-
ala Technology Expo (KTX)
will be held at the Calicut
Trade Centre in the city
from February 29 to March
2. Public Works and Tou-
rism Minister P.A. Mo-
hamed Riyas will inaugu-
rate the expo with the
unveiling of a brochure
showcasing the region’s
ecosystem and commit-
ment to technological
advancement.

The three-day expo will
have keynote addresses by
65 noted personalities

from various sectors. The
expo will have the partici-
pation of 150 IT companies
including one from Japan
and 65 from Kozhikode
alone. Around 120 stalls
are being set up at the ve-
nue for companies to dis-
play their products and
services. 

Exclusive visit
The exclusive visit of Ra-
jesh Nambiar, who recent-
ly assumed the role of
Chairperson of National
Association of Software
and Service Companies
(NASSCOM), is one of the
highlights of the expo. Mr.

Nambiar will chair the CXO
conference that brings to-
gether a select group of in-
dustry leaders to delve into
crucial discussions sur-
rounding the expansion of
IT �rms into Tier 2 and Tier
3 cities The expo will fea-
ture discussions on the
role of Tier 3 cities in driv-
ing technological advance-
ments and fostering inno-
vation, sessions delving
into the transformative po-
tential of emerging tech-
nologies like AI, cloud
computing, digital pay-
ments, cybersecurity, re-
tail transformation and the
future of healthcare.

Kerala Technology Expo to
get under way tomorrow 
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The National Institute of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (NIELIT),
Calicut, and the National
Institute of Technology-
Calicut (NIT-C) have en-
tered into a memorandum
of understanding for aca-
demic and research pur-
poses. S. Pratap Kumar, Di-
rector, NIELIT, and Prasad
Krishna, Director, NIT-C,
signed the MoU on Tues-
day. A release said the pact
would enhance academic
programmes, promote re-
search endeavours, and
nurture innovation in the
�eld of electronics and in-
formation technology.

NIELIT, NIT-C
ink pact
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