K Surendran @surendranbjp

Inaugurated the NDA election committee office today in Thiruvananthapuram, setting the stage for
Kerala mission. Senior leader and former Cabinet Minister, O Rajagopal, Thiruvananthapuram Lok
Sabha candidate Rajeev ji along with other prominent figures, graced the occasion.
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Under-staffed consumer courts grapple with pending cases

Despite functioning without vacancies, until a few years ago, no. of cases pending with various panels stood at 16,914 as of Feb 2024. Including appeals, no. is 21,001

ARUN M/P RAMDAS @KOChI

IT TOOK the Ernakulam Con-
sumer Disputes Redressal Com-
mission five years to resolve a
complaint filed in 2018 by a sen-
ior advocate, who is now a judge
of the Kerala High Court. The
complainant was seeking com-
pensation from an airline for
denying him boarding, citing
overbooking. The commission
ruled in his favour in February
2023.

Delays and pendency have
been the mainstay of both state
and district consumer courts.
Despite functioning without va-
cancies, until a few years ago,
the number of cases pending
with the various panels stood at
16,914 as of February 2024. In-
cluding appeals, the number is
21,001.

A notable increase in penden-
cy was reported in 2023, when
6,704 cases remained unre-
solved. There were 603 com-
plaints and appeals pending
from the first two months of
2024.

The highest number of pend-

ing cases is with Thrissur and
Ernakulam commissions, at
3,336 and 3,334 respectively, data
with the food and civil supplies
and consumer affairs depart-
ment shows.

The other panels with high
pendency are Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kollam, and
Kozhikode. There are 657 cases
pending with the state
commission.

However, according to Shean
Jose, a former member of the
Ernakulam commission, the ac-
tual number of pending cases
may be much higher. “The com-
missions were set up under the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019,
for the speedy resolution of
complaints. As per the Act, a
complaint should be settled
within three months. However,
it is impossible in many cases,”
said Shean. “Vacancies often
create delays. These are politi-
cal appointments. The lack of
adequate staff also plays arole,”
said Shean, who is also presi-
dent of the Kerala Lawyers
Association.

Currently, six positions for
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(From left) Swathy Subramanian, SaV|ta Rajan, Ritu Sara Thomas

Ezha receives honourable
mention at Domus Awards

RONNIE KURIAKOSE @Kochi

EZHA, an all-woman team of
conservation architects from
Kerala, has received an hon-
ourable mention at the Interna-
tional Domus Awards 2023 for
their efforts in conserving the
nearly 600-year-old mandapam
at Kunnamangalam Bhagawati
Temple near Karuvannur in
Kozhikode.

This is the first project from
Kerala to receive the honour.
According to the jury, “The res-
toration of the mandapam
stood out for the attention paid
to the cultural, religious and
processual meanings.”

On receiving the award, the
Ezha team members said, “We
are grateful for this recognition
— our second on the interna-
tional stage. This motivates us
to accomplish more.”

Ezha is made up of Swathy

6 held for death of three in car in Tumakuru

We are grateful for this
recognition — our second on
the international stage. This
motivates us to accomplish
more

Q

Ezha team members

Subramanian, Savita Rajan
and Ritu Sara Thomas. Earlier;
they had won the UNESCO
award for cultural heritage
conservation and the Indian In-
stitute of Architects’ Golden
Leaf award for the same
project.

The ninth edition of the
Domus Awards, instituted by
the University of Ferrara in
Italy, also saw Field Architects,
a Gujarat-based architecture
firm founded by Faiza Khan
and Suril Patel, clinch the sil-
ver medal for their work in con-
serving the Palay houses of Old
Phey in Ladakh.

DELAYED
JUSTICE

cases pending with
State Consumer Disputes

Redressal Commission,

as of February 12, 2024

Situationin
district panels

Thirvananthapuram - 1,947
Kollam - 1,088
Pathanamthitta - 498
Alappuzha - 367
Kottayam - 435

Idukki - 476
Ernakulam - 3,334
Thrissur - 3,336
Palakkad - 408
Malappuram - 978
Kozhikode - 1,475
Wayanad - 669
Kannur - 573
Kasaragod - 673

Court quashes
Santiago
Martin’s plea
in ED case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) Special
Court in Kochi has dismissed
the petition of lottery king San-
tiago Martin to keep the en-
forcement directorate (ED) case
against him in abeyance till the
disposal of the trial procedure
in the lottery scam case probed
by the CBI.

According to Martin, the
chargesheet filed by the CBI is
the predicate case on the basis
of which ED registered a money
laundering case against him
and others. Citing the Supreme
Courtjudgment in Vijay Madan-
lal’s case that proceedings un-
der PMLA cannot be continued
once there is an acquittal or dis-
charge in the predicate case,
Martin filed the petition to keep
the ED case in abeyance till the
final disposal of the CBI case.

During the hearing, the ED
objected to the petition, claim-
ing that the petition was filed
only to delay the proceedings in
the ED case. PMLA court judge
P K Mohandas, after hearing
both sides, held that both the
cases are independent and sepa-
rate and the court has no power
to stay the trial of a case pend-
ing before it. Hence the petition
of Martin cannot be enter-
tained. Martin was recently in
the limelight after his company
was the highest buyer of elec-
toral bonds for political
parties.

Year-wise pending
cases and appeals

2020 - 1,496
2021-2,000
2022 -3,187
2023 - 6,704
2024 - 603 (as of Feb 12)

presidents and members are va-
cant. The Thiruvananthapuram-
based Confederation of Con-
sumer Vigilance Centre has
obtained an interim order from
the HC to allow the presidents
and members of the various
commissions to continue until
the selection process is final-
ised. The petitioners argued
that if these positions remain
vacant, there will likely be a fur-
ther spike in the number of
pending cases.
Asper records, the Alappuzha
commission does not
have a president.
The state com-
mission 1is
short of two
members,
while the
Kollam,
Pathan-
amthitta,

Idukki, and Kasaragod district
commissions each have a mem-
ber vacant.

According to officials, there
has been a considerable in-
crease in number of complaints
after the Act came into force. In
July 2020, when the Act came
into effect, case numbers were
low due to the pandemic. But
this picked up in the succeeding
years.

Currently, department staff
are deployed in the various com-
missions. “Many of them are
unaware of the importance of
consumer forums. The govern-
ment should constitute a sepa-
rate directorate for consumer
affairs and bring the commis-
sions under it, Shean said.

Under the Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission Rules,
cases for up to %5 lakh in com-
pensation don’t attract any fees.

Officials with the state commis-
sion said the panel holds three-
day camps twice a month in Er-
nakulam. These camps don’t
have a permanent venue, pro-
viding an opportunity for those
residing in the interiors to lodge
complaints. For the quick settle-
ment of cases, mediation cells
have been constituted as part of
the Kollam, Pathanamthitta,
Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Thris-
sur, Palakkad, Malappuram,
Kannur and Kasaragod
commissions.

“Moreover, online sittings,
which commenced during the
pandemic, are now a permanent
feature. It has also put in place
a system whereby ordinary
complainants can consult legal
experts. Complaints can also be
lodged online and there is mech-
anism to check their status as
well,” an official source said.

The commissions were set up under the Consumer Protection
Act, 2019, for the speedy resolution of complaints. As per the
Act, a complaint should be settled within three months.
However, it is impossible in many cases

Shean Jose, president of Kerala Lawyers Association

Stuck in strife, NITC switches to online classes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Kozhikode
AS THE student protest contin-
ues against the action of the
National Institute of Technol-
ogy Calicut (NITC) authorities
in rescheduling the hostel tim-
ings on the campus, the classes
at the institute have been made
online. An NITC circular in-
formed that classes will be held
online from March 23 to April
5. Regular classes will start af-
ter that and the year-end semes-
ter exam will be held on April
17. Online classes have been
started for students in under-
graduate courses like BTech

and BArch. “The end semester
examination will be held in of-
fline mode as per the revised
academic calendar for the win-
ter semester from April 17. Aca-
demic activities for ITEP, post-
graduate and PhD students
shall continue as usual,”
stated a notice issued by
A V Babu, Dean (aca-
demic), NITC.

The students alleged
that online classes were
introduced to quell stu-
dents’ stir. According to
students, the new order is also
a retaliatory measure against
the series of protests held by
the students on the campus

i

against the decision to suspend
Vysakh Premkumar, a fourth-
year BTech student, in January.
Action was taken against Vy-
sakh, a Dalit student, for pro-
testing at the celebration pro-
gramme organised by the
Science and Spirituality
Club of the campus on
January 21, a day be-
'| fore the Ram Temple
consecration took
place on January 22.
The strike by the stu-
dents demanding the with-
drawal of the suspension of
Vysakh received much atten-
tion and the authorities later
withdrew the order.

. L h
s

Students of Cotton Hill Higher Secondary School, Thiruvananthapuram, in enjoyment mode after their HSC final examinations
(Science stream) concluded on Saturday | VINCENT PULICKAL

Rajanikant G K, Dean (Stu-
dents’ welfare), issued a circu-
lar on March 20 imposing a
night curfew at the hostel and
new time regulations for the
canteen that is presently open
24 hours. Later the students in-
tensified their protest on Fri-
day, blocking teachers and staff
and disrupting the classes. The
latest order to conduct online
classes was issued while the
students were continuing with
their protest in front of the
campus. The offers 11 UG pro-
grammes and 29 PG pro-
grammes, including MBA, and
the campus has a total of 6,500
students.

EXPRESS READ

Karnataka moves SC
against Centre, seeks
release of NDRF grants

Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Saturday said the state
government has filed a petition in
the Supreme Court demanding a
directive to the Centre to
immediately release grants under
the National Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF) to the state, which
is reeling under acute drought.
Accusing the Centre of sitting on
Karnataka’s pleas for release of
funds, he said the state
government was compelled to
approach the apex court. “Today
the Karnataka government filed a
writ petition in the Supreme Court
against the Centre after waiting
for five months. Since there is
vacation for a week in the SC, we
did not get the endorsement. We
expect it next week,” the CM said.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Tumakuru

WITH the police arresting
six accused in the case of
three people from
Belthangady found charred
to death in a car on the

gold transaction racket.
Auto driver Sahul, 45, of
Nada village, Issac, 56, of
Madadka, and Imtiaz, 34,
of Shirlala village were
found in the gutted car on
Friday. One of the bodies
was found in the rear seat

The key accused Swami
from Tumakuru had alleg-
edly lured the victims with
a huge offer of gold at
throw-away prices, claim-
ing that he unearthed the
gold in a field.

Sources revealed that

were suspected to have
paid the amount to the ac-
cused to obtain the gold in
return.

When they arrived to
strike a deal on Thursday,
the accused attacked and
tied their arms before set-

Yallyoorkkavy, Thiruvananlhapuram
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23032024
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cartan  box manufaciuressuppliers for
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100 gsm Art Paper DD ; 40 reams
170 gsm art paper DD ; 15 reams
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SALE OF USED ALUMINILM
CTP PLATES, EMPTY INK BARRELS
AND EMPTY INK /

157 cms, Chadayam,

Thiruvananthapuram

Ph.D in Economics,
Central Govt. Employee

SEALED tenders are imvited in
the prescribed form for  the
purchase of various categories of
Mewsprint Wastes viz. Real End
Waste, Cut Waste, Emply Core,

CHEMICAL PLASTIC CONTAINERS

abALED tenders are swited m the
prescribed farm for the purchase
of USED ALUMINIUM CTP

ting the car on fire and flee-
ing the scene.

there was a transaction of
Z1 crore and the victims

and two others in the boot
of the car.

Kuchangi tank bed, the
case is evolving into a fake

{Tender No, 24172023-24/MTL)
For defsiled information dog fo the
website: www.capikerala.com
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has been apprehended by
the Kerala Police in Shar-
jah with the assistance of
the Interpol. .
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initially detained Khan

following the incident, he

managed to flee after se-
curing bail.

. In order to arrest

international criminal in
January 2024. Subsequent-
ly, Khan was arrested by
the police from Sharjah
with the help of the

Creditar from Mr. Neju Joseph and Mre. Lesa Neju.

The Reserve Price will be Rs. 1,08.00,000.00 (Rupees One Crare Nine Lakh Only)
|Eamest Money Deposit wil be Re, 10,90,000.00 (Rupees Ten Lakh Minety Thousand Only)
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:
7.65Ares of land with residenhal building undar Sy No.4014, Re Sy. No g, Block No 40 of
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educational

Branch Offices
Last date for receipt of

sealed
fender in our office is 31.03.24 till
BED0 pm. The fenders recesved
after the due date and fime will

Counier at Branch Offices

Last date for receipl of Sealed
tender in our office is 30 March
2024 fill B.00 p.m. The fenders
recemed atter the due date and

epaperl newindianexpress. t:c:m.




