
M KI-TRCM
YK

THE HINDU 

5Wednesday, March 20, 2024
Kochi Kerala

F
our persons, includ-
ing a one-year-old,
were killed and 11

were injured after a tourist
vehicle from Tamil Nadu
fell into a gorge near Man-
kulam in Idukki on Tues-
day around 4.30 p.m.

The dead were identi-
�ed as P.K. Sethu, 34, Gu-
nasekharan, 70, Abhinash
Moorthy, 30, and his son
Thanwik, one. The injured
are Arumukham, 63, Shar-
nya, 24 , Vaiga, 12 , Geetha,
30, Ranveer, 6, Sandhya-
valli, 55, Prasanna, 39, De-
vachand, 9, Jyothi Mani,
65, Annapushpam, 60,
and driver Obli Raj, 39. All
the injured and the dead
are from Tamil Nadu.

The police said the inci-
dent took place at Pema-
ram, near Anakkulam, un-
der the Adimaly police
station limits. 

The tourists from Theni
and Erode were en route
to Anakkulam in Manku-
lam. 

They reached Munnar
on Sunday evening and

stayed at a resort at Laksh-
mi. 

On Tuesday evening,
the team was on its way to
the Anakkulam waterhole.
When the vehicle reached
Permaram on the Munnar-
Adimaly route, the driver
lost control and the vehicle
plunged into a gorge.

The Fire and Rescue
Services and local people
and shifted the injured to
the Adimaly Taluk Hospi-
tal and hospitals in Thodu-
puzha. The bodies were
shifted to the Adimaly Ta-
luk Hospital for post-mor-
tem examination.

The police said the trip
was arranged by a �rm
from Ramanathapuram in
Tamil Nadu for its dealers.
Idukki Collector Sheeba
George and District Police
Chief T.K. Vishnu Pradeep
visited the injured in hos-
pitals.

4 killed, 11 injured as vehicle
falls into gorge in Idukki

A tourist vehicle from Tamil Nadu that plunged into a gorge at

Anakkulam, near Mankulam, in Idukki on Tuesday.

The incident took place at Pemaram, near Anakkulam, under the Adimaly police station limits.

The tourists from Theni and Erode were en route to Anakkulam in Mankulam 
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The dead include a
one-year-old and his
father. All the
injured and the dead
are from Tamil Nadu

The war of words between
the petitioners against fake
antiques dealer Monson
Mavunkal and the police
team probing the cases
against him has turned
shriller with the former set
to approach the Kerala
High Court with a plea to
hand over the investigation
to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI).

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Tuesday,
M.T. Shameer and Shanu-
mon, who were among the
six petitioners who had
lodged a complaint against
Monson of cheating them
of ₹10 crore, sought to
counter the accusations le-
velled against them by
Crime Branch DySP and in-
vestigation o�cer Y.R.
Rustom.

Hawala angle
Mr. Rustom had on Mon-
day told the media that of
the ₹10 crore the complai-
nants had allegedly paid to
Monson, only ₹2.9 crore
was made through bank
while the remaining
amount was transacted

through hawala. He had al-
so alleged that the petition-
ers had been pleading with
him not to inform the En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
about it. “We will be giving
statement to the ED on
Wednesday. If any of the
petitioners had bene�ted
from hawala proceedings,
let the agency con�scate
our assets and properties,”
said Mr. Shameer. 

Mr. Shanumon, who was
among the �rst to meet
Monson during 2016-17, al-
leged that the case stretch-
es beyond Kerala to Benga-
luru, Mumbai, Delhi and
Nagaland with the direc-
tors of Monson’s �ctitious
companies being from out-
side Kerala. Now with the
allegation of hawala money
also being thrown in, the

CBI will be the appropriate
agency to probe the case,
he said. 

‘Sabotaged probe’
Mr. Shameer alleged that
the investigation team was
“reconstituted clandestine-
ly” and a DIG at the Police
Headquarters entrusted
with looking into their ac-
cusations that the investi-
gation was being sabotaged
was also eased out of the
assignment.

“Our petition was about
a �nancial fraud, while it is
now being deviated into
sexual harassment and oth-
er charges. The then State
Police Chief had directed to
give police protection to
the ‘priceless antiques’
kept at Monson’s house at
Kaloor and Cherthala after
another senior o�cer had
expressed reservations
about the genuineness of
the so-called antiques and
ordered a probe. Who sa-
botaged that probe? E�orts
are being made to protect
the senior police o�cers in-
volved and o�cers who
had taken money from
Monson as proved by his
account statements,” Mr.
Shameer alleged.

Monson Mavunkal case:
petitioners to move HC
seeking inquiry by CBI 
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Monson Mavunkal

The police did not hand ov-
er any cash in connection
with the Kodakara money
heist case to the Income Tax
department, according to
Debjyoti Das, Director Gen-
eral of Income Tax (Investi-
gation), Kochi.

“I am aware of the case.
There was no cash seizure.
It was not brought to our
notice that any cash was
seized,” he said at a press
conference here on Tues-
day to explain the steps be-
ing taken by the department
to curb the use of unac-
counted money in the Lok
Sabha election. The Kodaka-
ra money heist pertained to
a highway robbery, alleged-
ly of ₹3.5 crore, in Kodakara
town, in Thrissur on April 3.
The Police had questioned
several leaders of the State
unit of the BJP on allega-
tions that the hawala money
was meant for the party’s
election campaign. 

Kodakara case:
no cash handed
over to I-T dept.,
says DG
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Higher secondary and vo-
cational higher secondary
(VHSE) answer script val-
uation will begin on April

3, Minister for General
Education V. Sivankutty
has said.

Both the higher secon-
dary and VHSE valuation
camps were scheduled to
commence on April 1. 

However, various sec-
tions, including higher se-
condary teachers’ forums,
had urged the Minister to
postpone the start of the
camps. For the camps to
open on April 1, teachers

would have to undertake
various duties there on two
previous days. However,
March 31 was Easter Sun-
day, a festival day, they had
argued.

As per the latest deci-

sion, nearly 25,000 teach-
ers will take part in the 77
higher secondary valua-
tion camps and 2,200
teachers in the eight VHSE
camps from April 3. 

A statement quoting the

Minister said that reports
that teachers would have
valuation camp-related du-
ties on Easter Day were
false. The SSLC valuation
will get under way as an-
nounced earlier on April 3.

Around 10,000 teachers
will attend 70 centralised
valuation camps. The
camps will function with-
out disrupting any elec-
tion-related activities, the
statement said.

Higher secondary, VHSE valuation will begin on April 3: Education Minister 
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