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States join to curb man-animal conflict
 E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

IN the wake of  an increasing 
number of  human-wildlife con-
flicts being reported from both 
the states, Kerala and Karna-
taka signed an agreement on 
Sunday to tackle the menace 
jointly. 

As per the agreement, Kerala 
and Karnataka will jointly map 
areas prone to wildlife attacks, 
examine the reasons, avoid de-
lay in tackling the issue and en-
sure speedy exchange of  infor-
mation between the two sides. 
The agreement was reached at 
the a meeting of  the forest min-
isters of  both states at Ban-
dipur Tiger Reserve in Karna-
taka. The meeting was also 
attended by senior forest offi-
cials from Tamil Nadu.

During the meeting, attended 
by Kerala Forest Minister A K 
Saseendran and his Karnataka 
counterpart Eshwar Khandre, 

a joint Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOP) for managing 
man-animal conflict was adopt-
ed. An interstate coordination 
committee charter was also un-
veiled during the meeting that 
marked a commitment for col-
laborative efforts in conflict 
mitigation in affected areas.

During discussions, Saseen-
dran stressed need for amend-
ments to the ‘outdated’ provi-
sions in the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act to effectively deal with 
wildlife attacks. “It is high time 
that the Wildlife Act of  1972 is 
amended in a timely manner. 

The social realities have 
drastically changed compared 
to 50 years ago when the legisla-

tion was enacted,” Saseendran 
told the meeting.

The meeting focused on the 
Nilgiri Biosphere reserve cov-
ering Kerala, Karnataka and 
TN and highlighted need for 
joint efforts in estimating the 
population of  elephants and 
vultures. Discussions centred 
on sharing the best practices in 
forest and wildlife conserva-
tion among states. Addressing 
challenges such as invasive 
weeds and exploring collabora-
tion in employment generation 
were also discussed.

At a time when the state gov-
ernment is facing criticism for 
not taking sufficient steps to 
prevent wild animals from en-
tering residential areas and at-
tacking people, MLA P V An-
var, belonging to the ruling 
front, has approached the Su-
preme Court seeking a direc-
tion to the Union government 
to prepare an action plan to re-
duce human-wildlife conflict.  

KL, K’taka to map areas prone to wildlife attacks, ensure speedy exchange of information

File picture of UDF workers holding a 
protest of Kothamangalam carrying at 
the body of Indira who was killed by a 
wild elephant |  EXPRESS

  It is high time that the 
Wildlife Act of 1972 is 
amended in a timely 
manner. The social realities 
have drastically hanged 
compared to 50 years ago

AK Saseendran, Forest Minister
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When asked about it, another 
official acknowledged the pend-
ing tasks and assured that Tan-
gedco would strive to complete 
them as soon as possible.

Sources claimed that the 
state government had pushed 
for the plant to be inaugurated 
before the model code of  con-
duct for the upcoming Lok Sab-
ha polls came into force, al-
though Electricity Minister 
Thangam Thennarasu had 
nursed doubts.

Asked about the minister’s 
views, the senior official 
claimed ignorance but acknowl-
edged the pending tasks and as-
sured that Tangedco would 
strive to complete them as soon 
as possible.

Initiated by former Chief  
Minister M Karunanidhi in 
2010, the North Chennai Stage 
III project was originally sched-
uled to be completed by 2015. 
However, the project faced de-
lays when the government 
changed in 2011. 

Though former Chief  Minis-

ter Edapaddi K Palaniswami 
urged expedition of  the project 
in 2019, COVID-19 lockdowns 
disrupted the timeline. Despite 
incomplete technical work, the 
previous AIADMK government 
organised a ceremony to open 
the plant’s boiler light-up -- a 
precursor to power generation 
-- on March 11, 2021, ahead of  
the Assembly elections that 
year. 

However, the plant did not 
generate a single unit of  elec-
tricity for the grid in the next 
three years.

‘Bid to help hide maladministration’

‘Govt wanted inauguration before MCC’
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HE claimed the decision to 
eliminate physical verification 
of  stocks aligns with practices 
followed by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General of  India 
(CAG). He stressed that audi-
tors should not engage in ad-
ministrative roles, which 
would be both ineffective 
and pose unnecessary 
interference in depart-
mental administration. 
“We have rectified the 
incorrect practice that 
had been in place for 
years,” he said.

A section of  activists in the 
dairy industry, however, have 
alleged that the move is an at-
tempt to help Aavin and other 
departments conceal malad-
ministration. Some auditors 
from the milk cooperative de-
partment too have said this de-
cision lacks legislative backing 
and is aimed at preventing the 

mismanagement of  dairy 
stocks, such as butter, milk 
powder, and ice cream, at dairy 
plants from becoming public 
knowledge. 

“During annual stock verifi-
cation on March 31, auditors 
have previously highlighted 
several irregularities. Now, au-

ditors will have to rely only 
on the data provided by 

the departments,” said 
an audit inspector on 
the condition of  ano-
nymity. Although phys-
ical verification was 

previously conducted for 
selected samples, it served 

as a wake-up call for the admin-
istration to address manage-
ment gaps at all levels, he 
added. 
“Exempting physical verifica-
tion of  stocks from audit de-
partment roles requires amend-
ments in accordance with the 
TN Cooperative Act, rules, and 
bylaws. The directive indeed 

raises huge suspicion over the 
alleged mismanagement in 
dairy development and Aavin 
over the last few years,” said a 
retired Aavin employee.
However, official sources from 
Aavin said the department, in 
light of  the DGA directive, has 
taken steps to hire internal au-
ditors for stock verification and 
financial assessment. 

“Tenders have been issued to 
appoint internal auditors for a 
few dairy plants. We will sub-
mit our records to the audit de-
partment,” a senior official 
from Aavin said. 

The audit functions of  de-
partments like milk coopera-
tive, HR&CE and local fund au-
dit  were headed by the 
respective department’s head 
until a few years ago. In 2020, 
the audit operations were trans-
ferred to the finance depart-
ment to improve audit efficien-
cy and transparency in 
administration.

ED books former DMK leader Jaffer Sadiq
U J W A L  J A L A L I  @ New DelhI

THE Enforcement Directorate 
has registered a case under 
PMLA against Jaffer Sadiq, 
who was arrested a day 
ago by the Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) 
for his alleged involve-
ment in an interna-
tional drug trafficking 
case.

According to the offi-
cial sources, the financial fraud 
probe agency registered the 
case against former DMK func-
tionary of  the DMK after the 
NCB found Sadiq’s links with 

some “high profile” people.
The Narcotics Control Bu-

reau  is expected to soon sum-
mon a senior DMK party func-
tionary in connection with two 

transactions of  `7 lakh 
made by Sadiq last year.

The drug probe agen-
cy had last month un-
earthed a major drug 
cartel and arrested 

three people, all natives 
of  Tamil Nadu. 

In multiple raids the law en-
forcement agencies had seized 
50 kg of  the narcotics-manufac-
turing chemical -- Pseudoephe-
drine -- that was being sent to 

Australia and New Zealand by 
concealing it in food powder 
and desiccated coconut.

According to NCB, Sadiq 
spearheaded the network that 
sourced Pseudoephedrine in 
India and trafficked it to Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and Malay-
sia in the guide of  food grade 
cargo. 

“It is believed that the drug 
syndicate operated by him has 
sent 45 consignments over the 
past three years to various 
countries, containing approxi-
mately 3500 kilograms of  pseu-
doephedrine,” a senior NCB 
officer said.

DEVOTEE BUYS POOJA 
LEMON FOR `20,000
Erode: A devotee bid a lemon 
used in a temple ritual for a 
whopping `20,000! The auction 
was held at the Palanthini 
Karupana Eswarar Temple, near 
Sivagiri, in Erode during the Maha 
Shivratri puja the other day.  All 
the items kept for the festival 
rituals were auctioned by the 
temple administration on 
Saturday night. Among that, the 
lemon was bid for `20,000 by S R 
Ravi a resident of Modakurichi. 

Madurai: TN Government Doctors Association urged Director 
of Public Health and Preventive Medicine to withdraw a 
circular pertaining to compulsory transfer of doctors, who 
have been working in same place for more than three years. 

MILK

Tiruppur: Vellakoil police announced alert to five 
districts after three class X girls allegedly went 
missing on Saturday. Later, it was found that they 
had gone to meet their friend in Dindigul

MISSING 
GIRLS

‘Withdraw 
circular on 

doctors’ 
transfer’
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