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Patiala, March 3
Mechanic Satwant Singh
(64) is a worried man as it
has been over three weeks
since he has earned
enough to pay his helper at
his small dhaba his Febru-
ary wages.

Another dhaba near
Shambhu has been closed
for the past two weeks as
there are hardly any cus-
tomers due to the blockade
by farmers and traffic diver-
sions. Many others did not
have a customer for the past
over three weeks and were
suffering losses.

“I have to pay for my fam-
ily’s food and other house-
hold expenditures, but I
have earned nothing since
February 12. The last cus-
tomer I had was on Sunday,
two days before the farmers

gave a call for the protest
march. I am a small
mechanic and earn daily by
repairing vehicles,” says
Satwant Singh, who owns a
small kiosk on the national
highway near Shambhu. “I
know the farmers are fight-

ing for a cause, but my
request to them and the
government is to ensure a
resolution soon, so that the
common man does not suf-
fer,” he stated.

Industrialists from Ludhi-
ana and Mandi Gobindgarh

claim that on an average,
goods worth Rs 2,000-2,500
crore were sent daily to var-
ious parts of the country,
but now the supplies are
getting delayed.

“Even the raw material
arriving into Punjab is hit,
thus pushing up prices. The
transportation cost of goods
has increased and it is high
time that tfarmer unions
and the Centre thought
about the industry as well.
Even the Punjab Govern-
ment should start thinking
about the industry and
ensure that farmers do not
continue to block the high-
way,” says Sachin Sood, a
Mandi Gobindgarh-based
steel manufacturer.

Meanwhile, traders on
both sides of the highway
continue to suffer financial
losses amid fears of a repeat
of 2020. 

Shambhu border blocked,
traders, eateries feel pinch

Tractor-trailers of protesting farmers parked on roads near the
Shambhu border in Patiala on Sunday. PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR

Chandigarh, March 3 
Pointing out  that since all
wheat and paddy is being lift-
ed at the MSP by the Centre,
Punjab BJP president Sunil
Jakhar today asked   farmer
leaders about whose battle
they were fighting. 

Addressing mediapersons
here, Jakhar said the lead-
ers should stop using the
youth as sacrificing pawns
in their games. “ Let no oth-
er Shubhkaran die now. 

“A guarantee of the MSP
will not resolve the problem
as none of the 21 crops is as
remunerative as paddy and
wheat, Jakhar said, underlin-
ing the need for a genuine
discussion with all stakehold-
ers. Our water table is deplet-
ing at an alarming rate and
we need to consider moving
away from water-guzzling
crops, Jakhar said. 

“Farmers are getting the
MSP and that is what irks
other states,” Jakhar said,
warning those trying to
incite the youth from
using them for their
motives, he asked. —TNS

Farm leaders
mislead youth,
says Jakhar

FARM STIR Students suffer as Net remains suspended in nearby areas
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Jalandhar, March 3
The Commissionerate of
Police here has busted an
international drug trafficking
syndicate involved in the illic-
it trade of narcotics across
four countries using courier
services. The operation led to
the arrest of three persons
Aman, Sunny and Shejal and
the seizure of 5 kg of opium.

Addressing the media,
Commissioner of Police (CP)
Swapan Sharma said they
had got a tip-off that multiple
players were involved in this

racket for the last three years
and had sent nearly two quin-
tals of opium abroad.

He said Manish, alias Mani
Thakur, of Jalandhar was the
kingpin of this cartel and was
based in the UK. Investigations
revealed a modus operandi in
which opium was being
sourced from Jharkhand and
routed through courier opera-
tors in Hoshiarpur and Jaland-
har before sending abroad.

Aman, operating two mobile
showrooms in Hoshiarpur,
emerged as a key figure respon-
sible for receiving opium ship-
ments from Jharkhand. He

owns a lavish house in one of
the posh colony in Hoshiarpur.
Similarly, Sunny, a resident of
Jalandhar and owner of a couri-
er service, used to package it for
distribution. Shejal, hailing
from Tanda, Hoshiarpur, who is
also operating a courier service,
facilitated the logistics by pro-
viding recipient details.

Sharma said the seizure of 5
kg of opium underscores the
magnitude of the syndicate’s
operations, with shipments
destined for countries like the
UK, Canada, Australia and
the US through an interna-
tional courier service. 

Int’l drug cartel busted, 3
arrested with 5 kg opium
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Ludhiana, March 3
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday dedicated 13
Schools of Eminence to peo-
ple of the state.

Inaugurating the School
of Eminence at Indrapuri
here, Mann said after Delhi,
now Punjab was witnessing
a major revolution in the
field of education and these
schools were a reflection of
it. Mann said that this was a
momentous occasion and
the day was not far when
Punjab would be a top-rank-
ing state.

At the same time, Kejriwal
took a dig at the Governor. He
said despite the Centre and
Governor Banwarilal Purohit
were harassing Mann gov-
ernment, the party was on a
development spree in the
state. Kejriwal said the Cen-
tral Government was sitting
on the Rs 8,000 crore state’s
funds. The funds belonged to
the people of Punjab, he said.

Meanwhile, Mann said the
initiative would ensure the
access of students, especially
poor and underprivileged sec-
tions, to the quality education.
The day was not far when stu-

dents from these schools
would excel in every field. 

The Chief Minister said the
credit of bringing people to
the centrestage of polity went
to Kejriwal, who had forced
the parties to change their
agendas as per need of peo-
ple. He said instead of
Sankalp Pattars or election
manifestos, the political par-
ties are now giving guaran-
tees of welfare to the people. 

The Delhi Chief Minister
said it was heartening to be
among the people on the
occasion. He said on the first
glance of the school, no one
could even imagine that this
was a government school,
adding that if private schools
would have come up on this
level, then they would have
charged huge fees.

Both dedicated schools in
Ludhiana, Adampur in
Jalandhar, at Mall Mandi,
Mall Road and Jandiala Guru
in Amritsar, at Parasram
Nagar and Ram Nagar in
Bathinda, at Amloh in Fate-
hgarh Sahib, at Jalalabad
West and Arniwala Sheikh
Suban at Fazilka, at Phag-
wara in Kapurthala, in Phase
11 at SAS Nagar and at
Khadoor Sahib in Tarn Taran.
They also took a round of the
building of the school.

13 Schools of Eminence
opened across state

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and CM Bhagwant Mann at the
inauguration of a school in Ludhiana. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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