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Ukraine claimed Tuesday it has sunk 
another Russian warship in the Black 
Sea using high-tech sea drones as Kyiv's 
forces continue to take aim at targets 
deep behind the war's front line. 

Russian authorities did not confirm the 
claim. 

The Ukrainian military intelligence 
agency said a special operations unit de-
stroyed the large patrol ship Sergey Ko-
tov overnight with Magura V5 un-
crewed vessels that are designed and 

built in Ukraine and laden with explo-
sives.  The patrol ship, which Ukraine 
said was hit near the Kerch Strait, re-
portedly can carry cruise missiles and 
around 60 crew. 

The Ukrainian claim could not imme-
diately be independently verified.
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Singapore: Singapore has announced its plan to raise the salary 
criteria for foreign executives and professionals that companies can 
hire starting next year. From Jan 2025, foreigners seeking employ -
ment passes (EP), typically reserved for well-paid professionals, will 

need to earn at least 5,600 Singapore dollars per month, an increase 
from the current requirement of 5,000. Also, the qualifying salary will 
continue to increase progressively with age, up to $10,700 for a 
candidate in their mid-40s to maintain a level playing field for locals.

Singapore to raise salary criteria for foreign executives, professionals
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SC blocks Texas 
law that allows 
arrest of migrants 
Austin (US): Texas' plan to 
arrest migrants who enter the US 
illegally is headed to the 
Supreme Court in a legal 
showdown over the federal 
government's authority over 
immigration. The high court on 
Monday blocked Texas' 
immigration law from going into 
effect until March 13 and asked 
the state to respond by March 
11. The law was set to take 
effect Saturday, and the court's 
decision came just hours after 
the Justice Department asked it 
to intervene. Republican 
Governor Greg Abbott signed the 
law in December and for months 
has unveiled a series of 
escalating measures on the 
border that have tested the 
boundaries of how far a state 
can go keep migrants from 
entering the country. 
 
10 hurt from US-
Mexico wall fall 
San Diego: Eleven people were 
hurt in a single day after trying 
to climb over a wall that 
separates Mexico and the United 
States and falling on the San 
Diego side, the latest such 
injuries since the wall was 
heightened to deter illegal 
crossings. Ten people ranging in 
age from 18 to the mid-40s were 
taken to the hospital with mild to 
moderate injuries, according to 
the San Diego Fire-Rescue 
Department. The department 
said US Customs and Border 
Protection alerted it just after 4 
pm on Saturday. Four of the 
injured were taken to Scripps 
Mercy Hospital, including three 
people who were travelling with 
five children, all under the age of 
11, Chris Van Gorder, the 
president of Scripps Health told. 
 
2 killed in midair 
plane collision 
Nairobi: Two planes collided 
midair above the Nairobi 
National Park, sending the 
smaller plane crashing in the 
park and killing two people, 
police said on Tuesday. 
The bigger plane, a Dash 8 
operated by Safarilink Aviation 
airline with 44 on board, 
including five crew members, 
was heading to the coastal resort 
town of Diani when crew 
reported a loud bang soon after 
takeoff from Wilson Airport and 
decided to turn back, the airline 
reported. A police report said the 
Dash 8 collided with a single-
engine Cessna 172 operated by 
99 Flying School with two people 
on board, who were training.
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Ukraine ‘sinks’ 1 more Russian warship in Black Sea

Philippine, Chinese  
vessels collide  
in S China Sea
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Chinese and Philippine coast 
guard vessels collided in the 
disputed South China Sea, 
and four Filipino crew mem-
bers were injured Tuesday in 
a series of confrontations as 
Southeast Asian leaders gath-
ered for an Asian summit 
where alarm over Beijing's 
aggression at sea was expect-
ed to be raised. The Chinese 
coast guard ships and accom-
panying vessels blocked the 
Philippine coast guard and 
supply vessels off the disputed 
Second Thomas Shoal and ex-
ecuted dangerous maneuvers 
that caused two minor colli-
sions between the Chinese 
ships and two of the Philippine 
vessels, Philippine officials 
said. The BRP Sindangan of 
the Philippine coast guard 
had minor structural damage 
from the collision.
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India is committed to sup-
port a two-state solution 
where the Palestinian peo-
ple are able to live freely in 
an independent country, 
with due regard to the secu-
rity needs of Israel, India's 
Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations Ruchi-
ra Kamboj has said. 

Urging for immediate de-
escalation, India's Perma -
nent envoy said, "In order to 
arrive at a lasting solution, 
we urge for immediate de-
escalation, eschewing vio-
lence, release of all hostages, 
avoiding provocative and 
escalatory actions, and to 
work towards creating con-
ditions for an early resump-
tion of direct peace negotia-
tions." 

Delivering an address at 
the United Nations General 
Assembly Meeting on the 
Use of Veto on Monday, 
Kamboj said that India's po-
sition on the conflict has 
been clear and has been stat-
ed on several occasions. 

"India's position on the 
conflict has been clear and 
has been stated on several 
occasions by our leader -
ship...the ongoing conflict 
between Israel and Hamas 
has led to large scale loss of 
civilian lives, especially 
women and children. As I 
mentioned before, this has 
also resulted in an alarming 

humanitar ian crisis. This is 
unacceptable," she strongly 
noted. 
 
Families of Israeli  
hostages seek ceasefire 
Meanwhile, The Hostages 
and Missing Families forum 
of Israel has demanded that 
the ceasefire deal be acceler-
ated and information on 
their near and dear ones, 
who were kidnapped on Oc-
tober 7, 2023 by Hamas, be 
immediately ascertained.    
This is following an inter-
view by a senior Hamas offi-
cial Basem Naim that the 
hostages are in the captivity 
of several groups and the 
Hamas does not have the ex-
act details on those who are 
alive or dead. 

Naim said that the infor-
mation on the kidnapped 
hostages was valuable and 
that it can't be shared for free.

UN: 'Strong info' 
of sexual cruelty  
A United Nations team has 

said there is "convincing 
information" that hostages 
held in Gaza have been 
subjected to sexual violence 
including rape and 
sexualised torture. 
There were grounds to 
suspect the abuse was still 
ongoing, the UN said. 
The UN team also found 
"reasonable grounds to 
believe" sexual violence, 
including gang rape, took 
place when Hamas attacked 
Israel on 7 October. 
Israel's foreign ministry said 
it welcomed the "definitive 
recognition that Hamas 
committed sexual crimes". 
The UN Security Council 
should now designate Hamas 
as a terrorist organisation 
and impose international 
sanctions on it, spokesman 
Lior Haiat said.

‘Only 2-state solution will 
deliver enduring peace’
GAZA CONFLICT

Humanitarian aid being air-
dropped from a military aircraft 
over the Gaza Strip on Tuesday 
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