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OBITUARY
Mary Jacob 
Mary Jacob, 75, of 
Kaithamanaveettil at 
Vazhakala has passed away. 
The funeral will be held at 

10am on 
Monday at the 
Padamugal St 
Nicholas Church 
cemetery. She is 
survived by 
children Joshy 

Kaithamana, Ashy
Kaithamana and Nishi 
Kaithamana. Joshy is the 
secretary of the Kerala  
Latin Catholic Association,  
Kaloor zone.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THOUGH studies show women 
in Kerala are empowered, in re-
ality, they are neither on nor 
behind the screen, said profes-
sor and director Asha Achy 
Joseph on Sunday. 

“Kerala is considered an ex-
ample of  development paradox 
in the capitalist system. Wom-
en tend to choose professions 
tailored to them. They remain 
absent in many areas, not just 
cinema,” said Asha during the 
open forum organised during 
the 5th Women’s International 
Film Festival (WIFF) in Kochi.  

She said though Kerala was 
far ahead than other states in 
the human development index, 
women were still lagging. “It is 
sad that most of  the women 
who support patriarchy in In-
dia are from Kerala,” she said. 

Actor Jolly Chirayath, film 
critic Indu Rama, and docu-
mentary directors Lourdes M 
Supriya and Gurleen Grewal 
attended the event. 

An open forum on ‘Expecta-
tions of  women audience in 
present Indian films’ will be 

conducted on Monday. Associ-
ate professor at Maharaja’s Col-
lege Dr Suni Joy, actor and ac-
tivist Mala Parvathy, director 
and artist Mini I G, actor Sarin 
Shihab, director Midhun Mu-
rali, writer V K Shahina and 
documentary director Noushin 
Khan will attend the session. 

Organised by State Chalachi-
tra Academy and Samam, an 
initiative of  the department of  
cultural affairs, the WIFF will 
conclude on Tuesday. Eight 
films by women directors will 
be screened at Savitha and San-
geeta theatres every day. 

Movies are for all, says 
WIFF’s elderly ‘delegate’
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PRASANNAN, 74, had been 
travelling in a bus when he 
spotted a tent in front of  Sa-
ritha Theatre. He enquired 
about it and learnt that the the-
atre was where the Women In-
ternational Film Festival was 
taking place.

On Sunday, the Palluruthy 
native came to the venue for the 
festival, but was denied entry. 
“The security guard denied me 
entry saying the event was not 
for ‘people like me’ and none 
from my age was attending. 
However, I was not ready to 
leave,” Prasannan said.

Aneesha B, a student at the 
Media Academy who is a volun-
teer for the fest, spotted the eld-
erly and gave him a pass. 

Prasannan watched ‘Four 
Daughters’ by Kaouther Ben 

Hania. While leaving the ven-
ue, he said, “There is no age 
limit to enjoy a movie. I am a 
film enthusiast and have 
watched almost every Malay-
alam, English and other lan-
guage movie. I have attended 
film festivals conducted by film 
clubs as well. I will be attending 
the fest in the coming days too,” 
said Prasannan, adding that 
more women’s film festivals 
should be conducted to bring 
talented women to the fore. 

Fort Kochi gets open-air theatre, other spaces await facelift
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THE gateway to Kerala’s tour-
ism destinations, Kochi has al-
ways needed open grounds and 
green spaces for the conduct of  
various activities. Aiming to 
provide a stage for local artists, 
the Cochin Smart Mission re-
cently opened an open-air thea-
tre in Fort Kochi. 

Replete with dedicated facili-
ties, the Rs 1.06-crore project on 

385 sq m of  vacant land within 
the Kochi Municipal Corpora-
tion Zonal office premises at-
tempts to foster a vibrant cul-
tural hub.

According to the Cochin 
Smart Mission, the theatre 
boasts a seating capacity of  228 
persons and offers scenic views 
of  the backwaters and fishing 
nets. “The landscape design 
with art installations and sculp-
tures enhances the aesthetics, 

while LED lighting ensures 
safety and security. Addition-
ally, mural paintings add a 
touch of  vibrancy to the space.
A dedicated toilet complex with 

a green room, covering 45 sq m, 
caters to the needs of  perform-
ers and visitors,” the Cochin 
Smart Mission highlighted in a 
post on its Facebook page.

The space in the corporation 
compound had remained va-
cant, with overgrown weeds 
and grass, for quite some time. 
Before getting the facelift, the 

area was used to sort waste col-
lected by the corporation 
workers.

But the theatre is yet to host 
a programme since its opening, 
M P Sivadathan of  the Kerala 
Homestays and Tourism Soci-
ety.  “It looks pretty now. But as 
seen in the case of  other 
grounds and spaces, the theatre 
might soon fall victim to lack 
of  maintenance,” he said. 

As per tourism stakeholders, 
other open spaces in Fort Kochi 
too are in serious need of  reno-
vation and maintenance. Vari-
ous studies have shown that the 
current allocation for open 
green spaces and parks in Ko-
chi is far lower than what is re-
quired. At present, open green 
space comes to just 0.65 sq km, 
which is less than 1% of the 
corporation area.

The before and after pictures of the vacant space at Kochi corporation’s zonal office that has been converted into an open-air theatre

189 booked 
for drink 
driving in a 
single day
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THE city police booked 189 
people for drink driving on 
Sunday, one of  the highest 
numbers in a single day in 
recent times. The large 
number of  offenders high-
lights how motorists con-
tinue to commit the offence, 
believed to be one of  the 
major causes of  road acci-
dents, despite crackdowns 
by the police.

An officer said what was 
more worrying that some 
of  the drivers caught for 
the offence were hardly in 
full control of  their senses. 
“A few of  them were not 
even bothered about the 
safety of  others. It was 
sheer luck that none was 
hurt,” said a police officer 
who was part of  the inspec-
tion team. Shockingly, a 
large number of  offenders 
were drivers of  buses, au-
torickshaws, and taxis. 

Meanwhile, 54 motorists 
were booked for rash and 
negligent driving during 
the drive held on the direc-
tion of  city police commis-
sioner S Shyam Sundar.

Bus drivers were the top 
offenders when it came to 
rash driving. DCP K S 
Sudarsan told TNIE , 
“Based on the ground re-
port, we decided to find fre-
quent offenders. The li-
cence of  such drivers will 
be cancelled if  they are 
found to have been commit-
ting offences frequently.”

The landscape design with art installations and sculptures enhances 
the aesthetics, while LED lighting ensures safety and security. 
Additionally, mural paintings add a touch of vibrancy to the space

Cochin Smart Mission

Many fields lack women’s presence: Director Asha Achy Joseph

TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
(DAY 3) 
The Persian version by Maryam Keshavarz

In a certain way by Sara Gómez

Through the night by Delphine Girard

Paradise is burning by Mika Gustafson

Land of my dreams India by Nausheen Khan

Somewhere near and far by Gurleen Grewal

What do I do after you by Lourdes M Supriya

Bahadur the brave by Diwa Shah

Upon open sky by Renée Nader Messora, 
João Salaviz

The Rs 1.06-cr project on 385 sqm of vacant 
land attempts to foster vibrant cultural hub
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Sree Narayana Law College, 
P o o t h o t t a ,  h o s t e d  
Academic Finale-2024 on 
Saturday to celebrate aca-
demic achievements of its 
rank holders, acknowledge 
successful completion of  
courses by students and to 
pay tribute to the dedicated 
service of  E N Maniyappan, 
former manager of  Sree 
Narayana educational 
institutions.

The ceremony took place 
at the Sree Narayana Public 
School indoor stadium. A D 
Unnikrishnan, the manager 
of Sree Narayana education-
al institutions, delivered the 
presidential address. The in-
auguration was officiated by 
Justice V G Arun of  the Ker-
ala High Court.  Dr Sindhu 
Soman, the vice-principal of  
the college, welcome the 
gathering,  followed by a 
message  of  guidance and in-
spiration by principal Rag-
hunathan K R.

Sree Narayana Law College 
hosts Academic Finale-2024

Artist Jolly Chirayath, film critic Indurama Vasudevan, director Asha Achy Joseph, 
documentary directors Lourdes M Surpriya and Gurleen Grewal at the open forum 
of the 5th Women’s International Film Festival in Kochi on Sunday |  A SANESH

Ramesh Chennithala @chennithala
Visited former Maharashtra CM @uddhavthackerayji at his residence “Matoshri” 
in Mumbai. His son and President of Yuvasena @AUThackeray, Shivasena leader 
@rautsanjay61, PCC President @NANA_PATOLEji were present.

TWEET
OF THE 

DAY


