
AP / PARIS 
 
From within the debris of 
Russia's war, Ukraine's 
most famous sculptor was 
compelled to make a dark 
artistic pivot the day his 

own country house was rav-
aged by a Russian strike. 

"It happened by accident, 
it happened when a missile 
came into our house, our 
dacha . and my neighbours 
gathered the debris from 
the missile," Mikhail Reva 
said, via a translator.  

"And the idea came to my 

mind to make a metaphor of 
those debris." Two years 
into the invasion, the Ode-
sa-native has not rested in 
transforming over two tons 
of war debris - spiked 
Kalashnikov cartridges, 

bullets and arresting 
crumpled shells - into art 
that expresses his home-
land's suffering. The 
often monumental sculp-
tures serve as 
challenging and emotion-
al reminders of the vital 
role of art to express the 
inexpressible. 

The wrought iron works, 
some with delicate wings, 
others religious and ironic, 
are on display in the US 
Embassy's storied Hotel de 
Talleyrand in Paris, as part 
of an initiative by the Unit-
ed States to re-engage with 
the Paris-based UN cultural 
agency, UNESCO, which it 
rejoined last year after a 
years-long hiatus. It's also 
an effort to highlight impor-
tant voices in the war 
which has seen a loss of life 

on an unimaginable scale. 
"In any long war you can 

get complacent, and art has 
the power to transcend, to 
make you stop and make 
you remember it's about in-
dividuals," said Jean 
Manes, the chargé d'affaires 
for the US Mission to UN-
ESCO. "It has the ability to 
make you see it again, see it 
with fresh eyes." Compelled 
to transform the incompre-

hensible destruction into 
something meaningful, 
Reva created 2023's "The 
Flower of Death," utilizing 
rocket fragments from the 
actual strike on his house. 

"As an artist, it was quite 
challenging for me when I 
learned about the attack on 
the dacha to understand 
how I can translate the pain 
in my artistic method. It was 
the big question," he said.
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Fresh blow to Imran Khan's 
party as winner list notified

PTI / ISLAMABAD 
 

Pakistan's election commis-
sion on Friday notified the 
victories of three candidates 
from Nawaz Sharif's PML-N 
in the federal capital, deliver-
ing a fresh blow to jailed for-
mer prime minister Imran 
Khan's party, which had 
challenged the original poll 
results. 

Backed by the 71-year-old 
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party, three losing 
candidates - Amir Mughal, 
Shoaib Shaheen and Moham-
mad Ali Bukhari - had peti-
tioned in the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC), alleging manip-
ulation of the results.   

On Wednesday, the IHC 
suspended poll result notifica-
tions issued by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) from NA-46, NA-47 and 

NA-48, putting on hold the 
success of three candidates of 
former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
party, who had won respec-
tively on the three seats. 

While Anjum Aqeel Khan 
and Chaudhry won on the 
PML-N tickets, Raja Khur-

ram Nawaz won as an inde-
pendent candidate and joined 
the party after his victory.   

After hearing the parties 
on Friday, the electoral 
watchdog restored the order 
suspended by the IHC and is-
sued the notification an-
nouncing the victory of the 
three candidates.

Ex-Pak PM, wife move court against 
‘un-Islamic marriage’ case verdict 
Jailed former Pakistan prime minister Imran Khan and his wife 

Bushra Bibi on Friday separately moved a lower court 
challenging the verdict in the "un-Islamic" marriage case in 
which they were jailed for seven years and their marriage in 
2018 declared illegal. 
Earlier this month, a trial court sentenced Khan, 71, and his 
wife Bushra Bibi, 49, to seven years in jail and imposed a Rs 
5,00,000 fine on each for "contracting marriage during the 
'iddat' (period of waiting)" in a case filed by Bibi's former 
husband Khawar Maneka in November last year.

Aussie charged with killing ‘gay’ couple
AGENCIES / CANBERRA 
 

An Australian police offi-
cer is facing two murder 
charges after allegedly 
killing his former 
boyfriend and his new 
partner and disposing of 
their bodies, which are yet 
to be found. New South 
Wales police officer Beau-
mont Lamarre-Condon, 
28, appeared in court on 
Friday afternoon charged 
with the murders of Jesse 
Baird, 26, and Luke 
Davies, 29. 

The couple was last seen 
at Baird’s home in the 

eastern Sydney suburb of 
Paddington on Monday, 
and fears for their safety 
rose after their bloodied 
belongings were found in 
a skip in Cronulla, around 
30 kilometres away. 

NSW Police Detective 
Superintendent Daniel 
Doherty told reporters at a 
news briefing Friday that 
blood was also found in a 
search of Baird’s home, as 
well as a “projectile” and a 
fired cartridge case. 

“This has now been bal-
listically matched to a 
New South Wales Police 
firearm … and that 

firearm belongs to the 28-
year-old man who was 
charged today,” Doherty 
said. Police said in a state-
ment that the off-duty offi-
cer charged was a senior 
constable attached to a 
specialist command. 

An NSW Court 
spokesperson confirmed 
Lamarre-Condon had ap-
peared in Waverley court 
Friday charged with two 
counts of murder. He 
didn’t apply for bail.

EXPRESSING THE INEXPRESSIBLE

Ukraine sculptor turns war debris into art

PTI/PATNA: The Bihar government 
announced it was going to discontinue 
intermediate (10+2) classes being held 
in colleges affiliated with various 
universities in the state. In a 
notification issued late on Wednesday 
evening, the Education department 
said that while such classes had been 
discontinued in Patna University about 

a decade ago, the same will cease to be 
held at colleges falling under other 
varsities from the academic session 
beginning in April this year. According 
to the notification, intermediate 
education (in all three streams — arts, 
science and commerce) will now be 
imparted only in higher secondary 
schools from the new session. 

No intermediate classes in 
colleges in Bihar from Apr 1
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