
AP Cabinet approves investment proposals worth Rs 22,302 cr
AMARAVATI: The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet on Wednesday approved several key proposals such as investments worth Rs 22,302
crore, Rs 5,060 crore towards the direct benefit transfer (DBT) scheme, recruiting teachers, among others. Presided by Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, the Cabinet gave its nod to issue a notification to recruit 6,100 government teachers, fill 689 vacancies in the
Forest Department and appoint secretaries to all 13,171 village panchayats having a population of more than 500 people.
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Suspected spy pigeon
released after 8 months

350 Muslims undertake
6-day march to

Ayodhya from Lucknow
AYODHYA: Completing a six-day foot march from Luc-
know, 350 Muslim devotees reached Ayodhya and paid
obeisance at the Ram temple.

Led by Muslim Rashtriya Manch (MRM), an RSS-
backed Muslim organisation, the group started their
journey from Lucknow on January 25, Shahid Saeed,
media in-charge of  MRM, said on Wednesday.

Chanting 'Jai Shri Ram', the group of  350 Muslim
devotees, reached Ayodhya on Tuesday after covering
around 150 km on foot amid the biting cold, he said.

They stopped every 25 kilometres for rest at night and
continued their journey next morning, he added.

After six days, the devotees with worn-out shoes and
weary feet reached Ayodhya and paid their obeisance to
the newly consecrated Ram Lalla idol, Saeed said.

"The devotees considered this dignified darshan of
Imam-e-Hind Ram as an enduring and cherished mem-
ory," he said, adding that this act by the Muslim wor-
shippers conveyed a message of  unity, integrity, sover-
eignty, and harmony.

NEW DELHI
Five of  the six people ar-
rested in the Parliament
security breach case on
Wednesday told a court
here that they were al-
legedly being tortured by
Delhi Police to accept their
association with opposi-
tion parties.

The submission was
made before Additional
Sessions Judge Hardeep
Kaur, who extended the ju-
dicial custody of  all the six
accused till March 1.

Five of  the accused --
Manoranjan D, Sagar
Sharma, Lalit Jha, Amol
Shinde and Mahesh Ku-
mawat -- told the court that
they were forced to sign
about 70-odd blank papers.

"Accused persons were
tortured/given electric
shocks to sign and confess
(to) the commission of
crime under the UAPA and
their association with na-
tional political parties...
two accused persons were
forced to write on the pa-
per about their association

with the political
party/leader of  opposition
political party," the ac-
cused told the court in a
joint petition.

The court sought a reply
from police in the matter
and fixed February 17 for
hearing the application.

The sixth accused in the
case is Neelam Azad, who
had earlier alleged before
the court that police had
forced her to sign several

blank papers.
Azad's application is cur-

rently pending before the
court.

"During (after/before the
conduction of  poly-
graph/narco/brain map-
ping), the associated per-
sons conducting the tests
pressed two accused per-
sons to name a political
party/leader about their
involvement.

"Each were asked about

their current/old mobile
phone numbers and made
them visit the
Airtel/BSNL/Vodafone of-
fices for issuance of  SIM
cards of  old mobile num-
bers and current SIM card
numbers for reasons best
known to the prosecution.
During this illegal drill,
accused persons gave their
biometrics/signed for is-
suance of  SIM cards," the
joint petition stated.

AGENCIES
Bengaluru

Lokayukta sleuths in Karnataka on
Wednesday carried out raids at 40
places against 10 government officials
in connection with a disproportionate
assets case.

The raids were carried out in various
districts barring Bengaluru, the
Lokayukta Inspector General of  Police
Dr A Subramanyeswara Rao told PTI.

"The raids are going on against offi-
cials in Chamarajanagar, Mysuru,
Hassan, Mandya, Tumakuru, Koppal
and Mangaluru," the senior police offi-
cer said.

In Mandya, raids were conducted
against a BESCOM executive engineer,
who has a house in Vidyaranyapura in
Bengaluru and a farmhouse in Naga-
mangala.

The Lokayukta sleuths raided the
house of  the executive engineer's fa-

ther-in-law, who is a powerful leader in
the ruling Congress in Nagamangala.

The Lokayukta officials carried out
raids at a food inspector's house and of-
fice in Hassan.

They also searched the house of  the
food inspector's brother, who is a real-
tor.

An executive engineer in the Kar-
nataka Rural Infrastructure Develop-
ment Limited too came under the
Lokayukta's radar, sources said. 

Parl security breach accused
share their ordeal to court

‘Being tortured to accept association with oppn’

Manoranjan D and Neelam Azad, accused in the Dec. 13, 2023 Parliament security breach case, being
produced at the Patiala House court, in New Delhi

REACTIONS POUR IN AFTER COURT ALLOWS
PRIEST TO WORSHIP IN GYANVAPI CELLAR

Hearts of Hindus filled
with joy, says VHP

NEW DELHI: The Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) on Wednesday welcomed a Varanasi
court's decision to allow a priest to worship
deities in the Gyanvapi mosque cellar, saying
the order has filled the hearts of  Hindus
with joy.

"Today, a court in Kashi has given a very
important decision filling the hearts of  every
Hindu with joy," Vishva Hindu Parishad work-
ing president Alok Kumar said after the
Varanasi district court granted the grandson of
Somnath Vyas the right to worship Hindu deities in the
Gyanvapi mosque cellar. Vyas used to perform prayers
there till 1993 when the cellar was closed by the au-
thorities.

‘HISTORIC ORDER’
Advocate Vishnu Shankar Jain, repre-

senting the Hindu side, said there
was, till date, no written order avail-

able with any government showing how Hin-
du devotees were stopped from offering
prayers inside the Gyanvapi mosque com-
plex. Jain said, "As soon as arrangements
are made, Hindu devotees will start offering
prayers. Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple

Trust does not need any order to make
arrangements for prayers. We have done our

legal work. It is up to Trust to start the prayers
within seven days."  Referring to the February 1,

1986 order, when District Judge KM Pandey ordered the
opening of  the locks of  Ram Mandir, Jain said, "I com-
pare today's order with that February 1, 1986 order. It is
a historic order," he added.

The
BJP refrained

from
commenting on the

development,
saying the matter

is sub-judice

Lokayukta sleuths raid 10 govt officials in DA case

IIMC granted
deemed univ status

NEW DELHI

The Indian Institute of  Mass Communi-
cation (IIMC), a leading institution for
Journalism and Mass Communication,
has been granted the status of  a deemed
university, empowering it to award de-
grees rather than just diplomas, officials
said on Wednesday.

"The IIMC has been declared as
deemed-to-be-university under distinct
category. The declaration extends to
IIMC New Delhi and its five regional
campuses located in Jammu (Jammu &
Kashmir), Amravati (Maharashtra),
Aizawl (Mizoram), Kottayam (Kerala),
and Dhenkanal (Odisha). With this new
status, IIMC is now authorised to offer
degrees, including doctoral degrees," an
official said.

The institute established under the
Ministry of  Information and Broadcast-
ing, Government of  India, on 17 August
1965, is one of  the premier institutions of
its kind in the country, providing quali-
ty training in journalism and undertak-
ing meaningful research in the field of
media and mass communication.

The IIMC is also the training academy
for Indian Information Service (IIS) offi-
cers.

UP govt appoints
Prashant Kumar
as acting DGP 

LUCKNOW: The Uttar
Pradesh government on
Wednesday appointed Di-
rector General, Law and
Order, Prashant Kumar as
the acting director general
of  police.

Kumar will replace the
present acting Director
General of  Police Vijay Ku-
mar, who is retiring on
Wednesday.

"Prashant Kumar has
been appointed as acting
DGP of  Uttar Pradesh," a
senior official told PTI.

A 1990 batch IPS officer,
Kumar belongs to Bihar.

This is the fourth consec-
utive time that Uttar
Pradesh has got an acting
police chief  as no full-time
DGP has been appointed af-
ter the removal of  Mukul
Goel on May 11, 2022, for
"not taking interest in de-
partmental work and inef-
ficiency". Goel, a 1987
batch IPS officer, is cur-
rently posted as director
general of  the Civil De-
fence Department and is
set to retire next month.

AGENCIES
Mumbai

A pigeon, suspected to be
used by Chinese for spying
and kept in the custody of
a veterinary hospital here
after being caught eight
months back, has been re-
leased, a police official said
on Wednesday.

The Bai
Sakarbai
Dinshaw
Petit Hos-
pital for Ani-
mals in Parel
area here on Mon-
day sought the po-
lice's permission to
release the bird fol-
lowing which it was
freed on Tuesday, the offi-
cial from RCF (Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers)
police station said.

The pigeon was caught in
May last year at Pir Pau
Jetty in suburban Chem-
bur by the RCF police.

The bird had two rings -

one of  copper and another
of  aluminium - tied to its
leg and messages written
in a Chinese-like script on
the underside of  both its
wings, the police said.

The RCF police then reg-
istered a case but after the
inquiry was completed, the
spying charge was
dropped, he said.

During
the
probe

into the
case, the

police found
the pigeon used
to take part in

racing at the open
waters in Taiwan

and at one such event,
it flew out of  the country
and landed in India, the of-
ficial said.

The pigeon was freed by
the hospital after the po-
lice gave a "no objection"
for its release, he said,
adding the bird's medical
condition was fine.

Empowered to award degrees 
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