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Kin of hostages held in 
Gaza storm Israel Parl 
Demand a deal with Hamas to get their loved ones’ release
JERUSALEM

DOZENS of  family members of  hostages 
held by Hamas stormed a committee meet-
ing in Israel’s parliament Monday, demand-
ing a deal to win their loved ones’ release.

The developments showed the increas-
ing pressure on Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who has dug in on 
both fronts. 

He has insisted to the Israeli public that 
pursuing the devastating offensive in Gaza 
is the only way to bring the hostages home. 
At the same time, he has rejected the Unit-
ed States’ vision for a postwar resolution, 
saying he will never allow a Palestinian 
state.

The dispute over Gaza’s future “as the 
war rages with no end in sight” pits Israel 
against its top ally, the United States, as 
well as much of  the international commu-
nity. It also poses a major obstacle to any 
plans for postwar governance or recon-
struction of  the coastal territory, large 
parts of  which have been left unlivable by 
Israeli bombardment. In the most direct 

comments yet from Saudi Arabia, the king-
dom’s top diplomat said it will not normal-
ise relations with Israel or contribute to 
Gaza’s reconstruction without a credible 
path to a Palestinian state. Netanyahu has 
vowed to continue the offensive until “com-
plete victory” over Hamas and to return all 
remaining hostages after the Oct 7 ram-
page in southern Israel that triggered the 
war. In that attack, some 1,200 people were 
killed and Hamas and other militants ab-
ducted around 250 people.

Relatives of Israeli  hostages held in Gaza, rally near 
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