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andcricket.TheEDhasclaimed
that money was transferred
from the owners of the app to
hawala operators in
Chhattisgarh, with the trail al-
legedly leading up to bureau-
crats andpoliticians.

The two alleged kingpins
thattheagencyhasnarrowedin
onare SourabhChandrakar, 28,
and Ravi Uppal, 43, both Bhilai
residents believed to be on the
run inDubai.

Police said it was around
2017-2018 that Uppal and
Chandrakar started the app.
Though they came from vastly
different backgrounds—Uppal
from a business family, while
Chandrakarwasthesonofafor-
mer employee of the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation — their
pathscrossedatthepaanstall in
Akash Ganga market, where
theybondedovercricketscores.

Earlier this year, the
Chhattisgarh Police issued a
lookout notice against the duo
while the ED initiated the
process of issuing a red-corner
notice.

It was Chandrakar’s
Februarywedding in the UAE’s
Ras Al-Khaimah city, for which
he is said to have splurged over
Rs 200 crore, that set off alarm
bells. TheED isnow issuingno-
ticesandsummonstoaround16
celebrities whowere allegedly
paid in cash for performing at
Chandrakar’s wedding. Those
whohave been called for ques-
tioning include actors Ranbir
Kapoor, Shraddha Kapoor,
Huma Qureshi, Hina Khan and
comedianKapil Sharma.

The kingpins in Bhilai
Police sources said

Chandrakar worked as a sales-
manatagarmentstoreinBhilai,
earningRs 10,000 amonth, be-

fore he started a juice corner,
called ‘Juice Factory’.
Chandrakar's alleged business
partner and co-founder of the
app, Uppal, came from an up-
per-middle-class family.

Police sources said that
while Uppal took up contracts
for installingborewellsandhad
anoil-relatedbusinessbeforehe
movedtoDubai,hehasbeenin-
volved in betting for over a
decade. His network of cricket
bookies, they said, are spread
across states — from Katni in
Madhya Pradesh to Bilaspur,
Raipur,BhataparaandDhamtari
inChhattisgarh.

It was at Akash Gangamar-
ket that Uppal would catch up
with friends, mostly local pun-
ters.Whenhewasintroducedto
Chandrakar there, Uppal re-
alised the latter’s strong local
connections would come in
handy to recruit for theapp.

Around 2017-2018, the duo
firstgot intouchwithmakersof
a similarHyderabad-basedapp
before taking the help of soft-
ware engineers to set up their
own.

MuchbeforetheCovid lock-
down, they beganmaking the
rounds of Dubai, where they
eventually setupoperations.

The Uppals' bungalow in
Bhilai now stands locked, with
policesayingthefamilyrecently
left the city. The place where
Chandrakar ran a juice centre
hasbeen takenoverbyanother
person.

When a salesman
strikes big

While Chandrakar and
Uppalrantheiroperationsfrom
Dubai, the face of the app in
Bhilai was Raja Gupta alias Raj,
a 29-year-old whose fortunes

are said to have changed
overnightsincehestartedwork-
ing for them.

He, too, is believed to be in
Dubai.

Aschooldropout,until2016,
Raj worked as a salesman in a
garment shop in Akash Ganga
market, earning Rs 1,600 a
month,beforehetooktobetting
—and later acceptingbets—on
cricket.

Said his friend: “We both
used to losemoney on bets but
wewere addicted. One day he
said that if we accept bets, we
will make more money. Then,
Raj was introduced to Sourabh
(Chandrakar)whotoldhimthat
hewouldmakehimrich.”

Not much later, says the
friend,Raj's lifestyleunderwent
a drastic makeover. He bought
an i20 car and an iPhone, wore
goldornaments,andhadaflam-
boyant presence on social me-
dia—leadingmanyinSupela to
believehewastheapp’sowner.

When The Indian Express
visitedRaj’sbungalowinBhilai,
hisfatherrefusedtotalk.Hissis-
ter said Raj has not comehome
in twoyears.

Investigators say Raj’s job
was to allegedly recruit young-
stersfromChhattisgarhandtake
them to Dubai for selling cus-
tomerloginIDsforseveral lakhs
to operators. While the app
owners kept the lion's share of
profits, punters such as Raj got
around20per cent.

Bhilai to Dubai for a
dream

Accordingtothepolice,akey
partof thebettingoperationin-
volved youngsters who were
taskedwith handling the back-
end operations. Many of these
150-oddyoungsters—fromUP,

Bihar, MP, Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand — were taken to
Dubai for “training”. While
somestayedon,theotherswere
sentback to India tohandleop-
erationshere.

Among those who went to
Dubai is a 29-year-old from
Bhilai who spoke to The Indian
Express on the condition of
anonymity.

Asmall-timebookie,hesays
that after he lost a “few lakhs”
on the bets he placed through
Raj, thelatterofferedhima“job”
inDubai.

“I desperately wanted
money to repay my debts so I
went to Dubai in December
2021. There were around 70 of
us from Chhattisgarh and we
stayedinavilla forsixmonths. I
was paid Rs 40,000 a month.
Theypaid for our foodand stay,
and we got to roam around
Dubai,” he says.

“I hear there are 250
branches that control the app,
eachwithsevenmenwhohan-
dle themoney,”he says, adding
that each branchmade at least
Rs15 toRs20 lakhaweek.

In May 2022, with news of
the ED and police raids, he re-
turnedhometoBhilai.Whilehe
continued tomanage the oper-
ations of a Chhattisgarh-based
branch,hekeptlosingmoneyon
bets. “A fewmonths later, the
policearrestedmeandIwaspa-
radedinapressconference.The
court releasedme,butmylife is
amess.Acolleaguefromwhom
IborrowedRs1.50lakhisthreat-
eningtokillmeif Idonotrepay.
My father had to sell our house
to get me married and repay
some of my debts. I am done
with gambling. I hope the gov-
ernment shuts down the app,”
says the 29-year-old, who now
sells papdibhel for a living.

Inthepastcoupleofyears,the
NSGhas planted nearly 10 lakh
saplings of local varieties on the
hills using the trenchpattern of
plantationtoensurejudicioususe
ofwater. This pattern of planta-
tion involves plots that are
ploughed to create trench-like
rowsforsowingofsaplings.These
trencheshelp channel rainwater
throughtheplantation,keepingit
irrigated.

A site visit by The Indian
Express revealed that a signifi-
cantly large number of these
saplingshadsurvived.NSGcom-
mandoswere seenpruning and
cuttingdownexistingkikartrees
beforefreshplantation.

Forthesectionof thecampus
that lies on the foothills of the
Aravallis, the force has hired ex-
pertsinMiyawakiplantation.The
Japanesemethod relies onover-
crowdingtheplantationareawith
saplings of different varieties to
create competition that propels
fastergrowth.

“The Union HomeMinister
hassetambitiousannualplanta-
tiontargets forallCentralArmed
PoliceForces(CAPFs).Wefeltthat
these targets could be incorpo-
rated intoa larger rewildingplan
for theManesar campus of the
NSG. So a five-year plan, com-
mencing from2021-22,wasde-
signed toprunevilayati kikar on
around700acresof theAravallis
(campus) and to plant local
species(instead).TheNSGalsoin-
tendstodevelopforestpatchesin

andaround300acresof thearea
inthenon-Aravallisstretchofthe
Manesar campus,”NSGDirector
General M A Ganapathy said,
adding thathis aimwas tomake
thecampus“carbonneutral”.

SincetheAravalihillsarenat-
urally aridwithpoor availability
ofwater,barringtherainyseason,
the force is also dredging the
range’stroughsthathavebeense-
lectedgeospatiallytotraprainwa-
ter and createwater bodies that
will not only recharge thewater
table but alsomakewater avail-
able around the year. One such
waterbodyhasalreadybeencre-
atedbytrappingwaterdischarged
fromwater treatment plants on
campus.

“Ourwatertablehasbeengo-
ingdownconstantly. Apart from
massive urban development
aroundthecampusoverthepast
fewyears,amongthereasons(for
thisdepletionof thewater table)
was also the ubiquitous vilayati
kikar. So adecisionwas taken to
populatethehillswithnativeva-
rieties aswell,” saidNSGGroup
Commander JagdishMaithani,
whoisleadingtheproject.

However, their initial efforts
cameacropper.“Wehadplanted
around1 lakh trees in 2021, but
only 3 per cent survived,” said
Maithani.

The force then roped in the
Haryanaforestdepartment,envi-
ronmental experts and NGOs,
whopointed out that as long as
kikar trees were around, the

chances of survival of other
specieswouldremainslim.

“Wedecidedtocutkikartrees
and to keeppruning themuntil
thenewplants grewtall enough
to survive the tough conditions.
Prunedbranchesofthetreeswere
used tomake fences to keep the
nilgai fromentering the planta-
tionarea.Thecurrentsurvivalrate
of the saplings is 90 per cent,”
Maithanisaid.

Environmentalist Vijay
Dhasmana,whowasconsultedby
theNSG for theproject, said the
vilayatikikarisaninvasivespecies
thatcanquicklycoloniseanentire
area, and its roots and leaves se-
crete certain alkaloids that pre-
vent thegrowthof otherspecies.
Sinceherbivores donot prefer it
either,ithasanegativeimpacton
thebiodiversityof anarea. “Also,
itscanopyblocksthesun,prevent-
ing the growth of understorey.
These treesmust be pruned so
that other plants get a chance to
establish themselves. And then
thekikarcanberemoved,”hesaid.

ConservationistSunilHarsana,
who is responsible for the af-
forestationofDelhi’sMangarBani
forest andwasalso consultedby
theNSG,saidthekikarrootsspread
across underneath the turf and
suck all themoisture in the soil.
“Also, since theyshed leaves fora
veryshortperiod,theyneedwater
allyear.Thiscanleadtothedeple-
tionofthewatertable,”hesaid.

Dhasmana, however, said
therewerenoconclusivestudies

of kikar’s impact on thewater
table.

According to the NSG, local
tree varieties being used for the
drivearebeingplantedin50-100
metres plots surrounded by
fences andmaintainedby com-
mandos. Inrockyareas, trees like
dhok,dhak,salar,ranjh,phulai,pa-
hadipapri,bistendu,gundi,cham-
rodh, moringa, amaltas and
peepalwill beplanted.Valleyar-
easwill seenative varieties such
asbarna,kalasiris,kaim,amaltas,
moringaandneem. In the sandy
plains, khejri, pillu, jaal, roheda,
amla, kanker and ashokwill be
planted.Besideskaronda,gangeti
and arna as shrubs for under-
growth,thesaplingswillbeinter-
spersed with fruit trees like
chikoo,mango,jamun,guavaand
bel,theNSGsaid.

The force has tied up with
NGOs Bhumi and Catch for the
implementationoftheproject.To
ensurewatersupply,theforcehas
built a water tank over the hill
wherewater is lifted from the
groundusingasolarpump.Each
plot alsohas apit to collect rain-
water. In plots that are remote,
onlyvarietiesthatarenoteatenby
nilgaishavebeenplanted.

A forest department official
said the department has been
providingsaplingstotheforce.

The official added, “TheNSG
has ahuge target (for its planta-
tiondrive). If it succeeds, the en-
tire landscape (of the area)will
change.”

Paan shop to Dubai villa:
Kingpins, pawns of gaming app
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Vocal for local: NSG weeds out
vilayati kikar on Manesar campus
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ASTHEElectionCommission(EC)
announced the schedule for the
Assembly polls in five states, the
Congress strategy was clear
Monday— test the caste gambit
in these elections, andamplify it
laterfortheLokSabha.

After a Congress Working
Committeemeeting,thepartyas-
serted that if elected topower, it
will hold a caste census and re-
movethe50%ceilingonreserva-
tions for SC, ST and backward
classes through a legislation, to
givethemrepresentationaccord-
ingtotheirpopulation.Thiscame
days after Prime Minister
NarendraModiturnedtheslogan
voicing this, "Jitni aabadi, utna
haq", firstgivenbyRahulGandhi
during theKarnatakaAssembly
elections,toattacktheCongress.

Thehigh-stakesstateelections
are crucial pit-stops for both the
Congress andBJP before the Lok
Sabha elections in April-May
2024, especially for the main
Oppositionparty, as awin in the

twostates itholdsandcomingto
power in anotherwould help it
position itself as the dominant
playerwithin the INDIAalliance,
and strengthen its hands in the
seat-sharingsweepstakes.

Theparty seems to bebank-
inghardontheOBCcard,project-
ing caste census as a “powerful
step”fortheemancipationof the
poor,whichwould “open anew
paradigm for development”.
Attacking the "Jitni aabadi, utna
haq"slogan,Modihadsaidthatfor
theBJP,theonlycasteisthepoor.

The CWC—whosemeeting
coincidedwiththeECpollsched-
ule announcementMonday—
spentmost of the time sharpen-
ing the Congress's social justice
plank.A resolutionpassedat the
meeting said that if voted to
powerattheCentre,thepartywill
conduct anationwide caste cen-
susaspartof thenormaldecadal
Census,whichwas due in 2021
buthasbeenpostponed.

Thepartyalsosaiditwill“im-
plement 33% reservation for
womenintheLokSabhaandstate
Assemblies at the earliest,while
ensuringadequaterepresentation

forwomenbelonging to SCs, STs
andOBCs”.It said the "obstacles"
imposedon theCensus and Lok
Sabha seat delimitation by the
Modi government will be re-
moved.

Besides,thepartysaid,it“will
remove the cap of 50% through
legislation for the reservation of
OBCs,SCsandSTs,inlinewiththe
commensurate share of popula-
tion”.

Earlier, theCWC, at itsmeet-
ing inHyderabadonSeptember
15-16, had called for increasing
theexistingupper limit of reser-
vationsforSCs,STsandOBCs.

Addressing apressconference
aftertheCWCmeeting,wherethe
party’s four chiefministerswere
present, Rahul Gandhi stressed
that threeof themare fromOBC
communities,whilepointingout
thattheBJPhasonlyoneOBCCM
(among 10). “And he (Shivraj
SinghChouhan)won'tremainCM
inafewdays,”hesaid.

RahulclaimedPMModiis in-
capable of getting a caste census
done,ashedoesnotworkforthe
welfare of OBCs. “The RSS and
Modi haveput inplace a system

todistractattentionofOBCs,Dalits
andtribalsfromthetruthregard-
ing their representation. And
Modi is themain instrument...
UnkayahikaamhaikiBhaiya,OBC
kibhagidarinaho…dhyanidhar-
udharjaatajaaye(Hisjobistoen-
sure that theattentionofOBCs is
diverted, so that they don't get
theirdue).”

TheCWCresolutionsaid:“The
Modi government has cheated
theOBCcommunities andother
deprived sectionsof the country
by not releasing the data of the
2011 Socio Economic andCaste
Census and not carrying out a
freshcastecensus.Ithasalsofailed
in itsconstitutionaldutyby inor-
dinately postponing thedecadal
Census that ought to have been
conductedin2021orsoonthere-
after.”

It said the final figures of the
Bihar caste surveyhave revealed
the disparity between share in
population and representation,
andhighlighted theurgentneed
totakeeffectivestepstoensureso-
cial justice. A nationwide caste
census,itsaid,willrevealanaccu-
ratepictureofthesocio-economic
position of communities across
thecountry,andprovideasound,
data-driven basis for policies to
strengthenthefoundationsofso-
cial justice, and ensure inclusive
development.

Rahulsaid thatoncethecaste
census, "our foundation", has
beenachieved,"wewill replicate
at the national level what he
(pointing to AshokGehlot) has
done inhealthcare inRajasthan,
what he (pointing to Bhupesh
Baghel) is doing for farmers, his
(pointingtoSiddaramaiah)social
security structure...Weareplan-
ning to implement these at the
nationallevel.”

AddressingtheCWC,Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
asked partyworkers towork in
tandem,withdisciplineandunity,
andput in all theirmight towin
theAssemblyelections.

While supporting caste cen-
sus and theneed for representa-
tion for OBC communities,
sourcessaidacoupleofmembers
— including Adhir Ranjan
ChowdhuryandJitendraSingh—
urged the party to be careful, as
the rulingBJP could try andpor-
traythatthepartywasindifferent
to the interests of other castes.
Whenonememberpointedout
that the party should talk about
thesituationofSCsandSTs,Rahul
pointedout that theparty is not
againstanyone,andthatthecen-
sus is for all. He admitted that
somepartiesintheINDIAalliance
mayhavea“slightlydifferentpo-
sition” on caste census. “That is
fine,weareflexible...ButI'mcon-
fidentthevastmajorityoftheIN-
DIAalliance isgoing to support a
castecensus,”hesaid.

Cong seeks ‘representation as
per population’, caste census

(L-R)RajasthanCMAshokGehlot, Congress leaderRahulGandhi,KarnatakaCMSiddaramaiahandChhattisgarhCMBhupesh
BaghelattheCWCmeeting, inNewDelhionMonday.AnilSharma
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AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD girl, who
was found dead in Bhaktinagar
Railway Yard in Rajkot on
Saturday, was gang-raped and
murdered by three men who
wereherneighbours,policesaid
onMonday. The three accused
havebeenarrested.

While shewas playing out-
side Friday evening, one of the
accused lured the girl to bushes
wheretwootherswerewaiting,
said thepolice.

The three men raped her,
and then killed her by hitting
her with stones in the head,
Vidhi Chaudhary, Additional
Commissioner of Police told
reporters.

Minor abducted,
raped in Rajkot;
three neighbours
arrested: Cops
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