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District braces for 
heavy rain and 
related calamities
Monsoon intensifies, orange alert till July 6

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Kozhikode 

THE disaster management de-
partment is prepared to deal 
with any calamities related to 
the rains as orange alert has 
been issued in the district till 
July 6. District Collector A 
Geetha has instructed the Tah-
sildars to make preparations to 
evacuate people from water-
logged areas and landslide-
prone areas to safe places due 
to the possibility of  heavy rains 
in the district. The Collector 
called an emergency meeting 
of  the Disaster Management 
Authority and has given in-
structions. The village officer 
has been directed to immedi-
ately take steps to evacuate peo-
ple from the houses that are 
likely to be flooded due to sea 
inundation in Kaaplangadi in 
Kadalundi and Godeeswaram 
in Beypore.

Fisheries Department has 
been asked to be alert in the 
coastal areas and prepare boats 
to deal with emergency situa-
tions. The secretaries of  the lo-
cal self-government bodies 
have been instructed to be alert 
and make preparations in hilly 
areas prone to landslides. Re-
lief  camps should be set up in 
village centres. The Collector 
has also asked the fire, health 

and police departments to be 
prepared to deal with emergen-
cy situations.

The Collector said that a spe-
cial system should be estab-
lished for fever cases in the 
camps. Those with high fever 
should be admitted to the hos-
pital and the health department 
should take special care to pre-
vent the spread of  fever.

Apart from the 24-hour con-
trol room at the Collectorate, 
the control rooms have also 
been started at the taluk cen-
tres. The toll free number is 
1077.

100 bridges across the 
state will be illuminated 
by 2024: Minister Riyas
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kozhikode

PUBLIC Works and Tourism 
Department Minister P A Mo-
hamed Riyas announced a plan 
to illuminate 100 bridges across 
the state by 2024, transforming 
them into captivating land-
marks and tourist attractions. 
Minister Riyas made this an-
nouncement during the inau-
guration ceremony of  the re-
cent ly  completed 
Thechipalam bridge 
in  the  Balussery 
constituency. 

Highlighting the 
positive impact of  il-
luminated bridges, the 
minister drew paral-
lels with international 
landmarks and ex-
pressed the hope that 
lit bridges in Kerala 
would also draw tour-
ists. Citing the exam-
ples of  the Kayamku-
lam and Beypore 
bridges, which attract-
e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t 
number of  visitors after being 
adorned with lights, the minis-
ter emphasized that bridges 
serve a more profound purpose 
than merely connecting roads. 
Their illuminated presence of-
fers comfort and delight to the 
people. 

In a remarkable endeavour, 
the government plans to con-
struct and dedicate one hun-
dred bridges to the nation with-
in a span of  five years. The 

minister proudly announced 
that the construction of  50 
bridges had been completed 
two years ago. With the recent 
inauguration of  Thechipalam 
Bridge, the tally of  completed 
bridges now stands at 61, en-
compassing both small and 
large structures. MLA K M 
Sachindev MLA presided over 
the inauguration ceremony, un-
derscoring the significance of  
the occasion. 

The new bridge was 
constructed on the 
Ekarul -Kakkayam 
road, connecting the 
state highway with 
Kakkayam Dam in the 
Baluserry constituen-
cy. Due to the age and 
narrowness of  the pre-
vious bridge, funds 
were allocated in the 
2020-21 budget for its 
reconstruction. The 
new bridge, built by 
demolishing the old 
one, spans a length of  
12 metres and features 
a single span atop 

sturdy concrete piers with pil-
ing and foundation.   

The inauguration ceremony 
witnessed the presence and 
participation of  esteemed indi-
viduals, including Indira Erady, 
President of  Unnikulam Gram 
Panchayat; V M Kuttikrishnan, 
President of  Panangad Gram 
Panchayat; Nijin Raj, Vice Pres-
ident of  Unnikulam Gram Pan-
chayat; as well as Razina Na-
rikuni, Nassar.

CPM suspends party member 
over Balussery quarry scam
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode 

CPM has suspended a branch commit-
tee member from the party for six 
months in connection with the 
controversial quarry scam at Bal-
ussery in which a party local 
leader demanded Rs 2 crore for 
the smooth operation of  the pro-
test-hit granite quarry.

Ajnas, a member of  Mankayam 
branch committee was suspended for his 
involvement in the dealings. 

An internal inquiry conducted by the 
party found that Ajnas had helped the 

sacked branch secretary V M Rajeevan 
in his attempt to sell houses and 

property to the quarry operators. 
“As a party member, Ajnas was 

responsible to consult with party 
before making any deal with the 
quarry operators. But, he didn’t 

inform the party. His dealings dam-
aged party’s reputation among pub-

lic. Hence, he was suspended,” said Is-
mayil Kurumboyil, CPM area secretary.

Muthuvallur temple an example of religious harmony
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

IN a heartwarming display of  re-
ligious harmony, the inauguration 
of  the Souhruda Sangamam 
(Friendship Meet) organised  by 
the authorities of  the Muthuval-
lur Durga Bhagavathi Temple in 
Muthuvallur has captured signifi-
cant attention.

The notable presence of  reli-
gious  leaders from the Muslim 
community and members of  the 
Muslim community added a sig-
nificant touch to the meeting. 
Prominent leader Panakkad Syed 
Sadik Ali Shihab Thangal, who in-
augurated the program, empha-
sized the importance of  under-
standing and empathizing with 
the sentiments of  individuals 
from  diverse communities.

“We should make an effort to 

understand the emotions of  peo-
ple from other communities. By 
appreciating the sentiments of  
others,we can deepen our connec-
tion with God. To strengthen our 

faith, it is crucial to have faith in 
people from different religions as 
well. All  communities need to co-
exist harmoniously,” Sadik Ali 
Thangal said.

He also donated for the renova-
tion of  the temple during the 
event. The temple  authorities 
highlighted the significant value 
placed on religious harmony by 
the people of  Muthuvallur. 

“Through organising such pro-
grammes, we aim to  spread the 
message of  religious harmony. 
People from the Muslim commu-
nity actively participate in temple-
related programs in Muthuvallur, 
and during  Muslim festivals, they 
extend invitations to individuals 
from other communities, sharing 
delicious food as a gesture of  good-
will,” said Chandran Pullithodi, 
the temple committee president.

Sulaiman Haji, a resident of  
Muthuvallur, generously donated 
Rs 1 lakh in 2016 towards the tem-
ple renovation. Recently, Haji, too, 
pledged to contribute an addition-
al Rs 1 lakh for the temple.

Sadik Ali  Thangal attending the ceremony at Muthuvallur Durga Bhagavathi Temple

Infrastructure devpt vital to make 
India a superpower, says Union min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

THE Union Minister, Ministry 
of  Road Transport & Highways, 
(MoRTH), Nitin Gadkari inau-
gurated the Indian Institute of  
Management-Kozhikode’s (IIM-
K) first management develop-
ment programme on ‘Infra-
structure Development’ held at 
its campus on Monday.

IIM Kozhikode Director Prof  
Debashis Chatterjee, Prof  
Mridul Saggar - Head Uruppika 
(IIMK Centre of  Excellence), 

and the faculty members joined 
the Union minister along with 
40 senior and mid-level govern-
ment officials in this first-of-
a-kind programme on in-
frastructure financing.

Nitin Gadkari con-
gratulated IIM-K for 
making it to the Top-3 
B-Schools of  the coun-
try in the latest NIRF 
Rankings. He appreciated 
IIM-K for taking the initiative 
to forge an academic and indus-
trial collaboration to respond 
to capacity building challenges 

through such customised man-
a g e m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t 
programmes.

“Infrastructure develop-
ment will play a signifi-

cant role in fulfilling 
our vision to make In-
dia a superpower econ-
omy and developed na-
tion in near future,” 

Gadkari said.
Earlier, Prof  Debashis 

Chatterjee, said, “The revolu-
tion of  roadways brought in by 
MoRTH has put India on path 
to be world’s largest economy.”

Collectorate Control Room No : 
0495 -2371002

Kozhikode Taluk Control Room 
Number : 0495-2372967

Thamarassery Taluk Control 
Room No : 0495 -2224088

Vadakara Taluk Control Room 
No : 0496-2520361

Koyilandy Taluk Control Room 
No : 0496-2623100

BOUNTIFUL
Women from Panapady colony near Muthanga returning after collecting black plum (Njavalpazham) 

from the forest to sell  them at roadsides |  E  GOKUL
Bridges serve a 
more profound 

purpose than 
merely connecting 

roads. Their 
illuminated 

presence offers 
comfort and 

delight to the 
people. 

P A Mohamed Riyas, 
Tourism Minister

Thomas Isaac @drthomasisaac
 Political morality has reached rock bottom in BJP. Capture of power is the the only norm. The  oppo-
sition leaders are threatened by  central agencies and cases frozen once they cross floors. They are 
bribed with money or office.This is the Maha drama going on. 
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