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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 9 -7 TDS
Colombo 31 22 LC
Dhaka 28 16 TDS
Dubai 22 15 SNY
Houston 22 14 SNY
Istanbul 7 3 LC
London 9 5 LC

Los Angeles 13 7 LC
Melbourne 23 17 HR
Moscow -3 -6 HR
New York 11  6 LC
Singapore 27 24 TDS
Toronto 1 -7 LC
Washington 10  5 LC

$8 BILLION
gas deal signed between Italy and Libya, the largest single 
investment in Libya’s energy sector in more than 20 years
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Cops struck down 
Nichols with fists, 
batons and boots
Video shows officers pummeling & leaving 
him on footpath propped against squad car 

MEMPHIS

AUTHORITIES released video 
footage on Friday showing Tyre 
Nichols being beaten by five 
Memphis police officers who 
held the Black motorist down 
and repeatedly struck him with 
their fists, boots and batons as 
he screamed for his mother.

The video is filled with vio-
lent moments showing the of-
ficers, who are also Black, chas-
ing and pummeling Nichols 
and leaving him on the pave-
ment propped against a squad 
car as they fist-bump and cele-
brate their actions.

Protesters gathered for most-
ly peaceful demonstrations in 
multiple cities, including Mem-
phis, where several demonstra-
tors blocked the Interstate  
55 bridge that carries traffic 
over the Mississippi River to-
ward Arkansas. 

In Washington, protestors 
gathered in Lafayette Park, 
across the street from the White 
House and near the Black Lives 
Matter Plaza.

The lengthy video footage 

from police body cameras 
shows a group of  officers de-
taining Nichols, attempting to 
take him down with the use of  
a Taser, then giving chase as he 
evades them. After the first of-
ficer roughly pulls Nichols out 
of  a car, Nichols can be heard 
saying, “I didn’t do anything,” 
as a group of  officers begins to 
wrestle him to the ground.

Two officers hold Nichols to 
the ground as he moves about, 
and then the third appears to 
kick him in the head. Nichols 
slumps more fully onto the 
pavement with all three offic-
ers surrounding him. The same 
officer kicks him again.

The fourth officer then walks 
over, draws a baton and holds it 
up at shoulder level as two of-
ficers hold Nichols upright, as 
if  he were sitting.

The video raised questions 
about the role and possible cul-
pability of  the other officers at 
the scene, in addition to the five 
who were charged. 

The footage shows a number 
of  other officers standing 
around after the beating. AP

Demonstrators protest the death of Tyre Nichols on Friday in Memphis |  AFP

WASHINGTON 

FORMER US President Donald 
Trump is set to kick off  his 2024 
White House bid on Saturday 
with visits to a pair of  early 
voting states, his first campaign 
events since launching his bid 
more than two months ago.

Trump will be the keynote 
speaker at the New Hampshire 
GOP’s annual meeting before 
travelling to Columbia, South 
Carolina, where he is set to un-
veil his leadership team at the 
Statehouse. The states hold two 
of  the party’s first three nomi-
nating contests, giving them 
enormous power in selecting 
its nominee.

Trump and his allies hope 
the events will offer a show of  
force behind the former presi-
dent after a sluggish start to his 
campaign that left many ques-
tioning his commitment to run-
ning again. In recent weeks, his 
backers have been reaching out 
to political operatives and elect-
ed officials to secure support 
for Trump’s reelection at a crit-
ical juncture when other Re-
publicans are preparing their 
own expected challenges.

“The gun is fired, and the 
campaign season has started,” 
said Stephen Stepanek, chair of  
the New Hampshire Republican 
Party and the co-chair of  
Trump’s 2016 campaign in  
the state. While Trump remains 
the only declared 2024 presiden-
tial candidate, a host of  poten-
tial challengers, including 
Florida Governor Ron DeSan-
tis, former Vice President Mike 
Pence and former S Carolina 
Governor Nikki Haley, who 

s e r v e d  a s 
Trump’s am-
bassador to 
the United 

Nations, are 
widely expect-
ed to launch 
campaigns in 
the coming 
months.  AP

Trump kicks 
off 2024 prez 
bid with visits 
to key states

$5.6 billion 
Data compiled by the Ministry 

of Economic Affairs showed 
that foreign loan disbursements 

from July to December 2022 
stood at a mere $5.6 billion, the 

Express Tribune reported 

The report added that the 
disbursements were not enough 
to finance the maturing foreign 

debt, making a severe dent in 
the foreign exchange reserves 

held by the central bank

The key reason for the 
low disbursements 

was the government’s 
failure to ensure the 
timely completion of 

the ninth review of the 
IMF programme. As a 

consequence, the 
receipt of $5.6 billion 

was equal to only one-
fourth of the annual 
budget estimate of 

$22.8 billion

About 44% of the loans 
received in December came 
from the Asian Development 

Bank (ADB), which gave $231 
million. So far, the ADB has 

remained the largest lender with 
disbursement of $1.9 billion

Against the annual estimate of 
$7.5 billion, Pakistan has only 
received $200 million in foreign 
commercial loans in the current 

fiscal year, the report said

The government now expects it will 
receive $6.3 billion in commercial 
loans, which appears to be on the 
higher end

It had also hoped to get loans of 
$1.6 billion under the most 
expensive Naya Pakistan 
Certificates. So far, $190 million, or 
11% of the annual estimate, has 
been received

INSUFFICIENT LOANS

WHY THE LOW 
DISBURSEMENTS? 

Pakistan received just $532 million in 
loans in December, which were not 
sufficient for making major repayments

In the past seven days, the country 
paid $828 million to Chinese financial 
institutions. As a result, the official 
foreign exchange reserves slipped to 
$3.1 billion

FOREIGN LOAN INFLOWS OF  
PAKISTAN SLOW DOWN: REPORT
Pakistan received only $5.6 billion in foreign loans during the first 
half of current fiscal year, equal to about one-fourth of the annual 
budget estimate, as per a media report on Saturday

WASHINGTON

AHEAD of  her India visit for ‘foreign office 
consultations’ Under Secretary of  State for 
Political Affairs, Victoria Nuland, has told 
lawmakers that the US needs to help India 
find alternatives to Russian military equip-
ment and that is part of  the “job we have to 
do.”   Nuland is travelling to India as part of  
a four-nation trip including Nepal, Sri Lan-
ka and Qatar from January 28 to February 
3. “I think they (India) find themselves after 
60 years of  entanglement having to find al-
ternatives, and that’s part of  the job we have 
to do, is help them with alternatives,” Nu-
land told members of  the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee during a Congressional 
hearing on Russia.

She was responding to a question from 
Senator Jeff  Merkley when she told lawmak-
ers that she is travelling to India.

“I’m glad to hear that you’re going to In-
dia. I would think that after the performance 
of  Russian weapons on the battlefield has 
been demonstrated, they might be somewhat 
less interested,” Merkley said.

India has faced flak from US lawmakers, 
both Republicans and Democrats, for choos-
ing to abstain from a UN vote to rebuke Rus-
sia’s invasion of  Ukraine. US officials have 
also expressed concern over India’s pur-
chase of  the S-400 missile systems by  
Russia. PTI

Must help India find 
substitutes to Russian 
arms: Biden admin 

Second time in 3 years; UK airline 
Flybe collapses, all flights cancelled
LONDON

STRUGGLING United Kingdom regional 
airline Flybe collapsed for the second 
time in three years on Saturday, putting 
jobs on the line and leaving passengers 
stranded. The airline initially slumped 
into bankruptcy in March 2020, shedding 
2,400 jobs, as coronavirus restrictions 
decimated the travel industry. 

However, it relaunched in April last 
year, flying many of  the same routes out 
of  Belfast, Birmingham and London Hea-

throw. In a statement, the grounded flyer 
said it had called in bankruptcy account-
ants again, and warned passengers not to 
travel to airports as all flights were now 
cancelled, including its international 
routes from Switzerland and the 
Netherlands.

The UK’s Civil Aviation Authority said 
passengers should “make their own alter-
native travel arrangements via other air-
lines, rail or coach operators,” leaving 
customers with lengthy and potentially 
expensive trips to get home.   AP

JERUSALEM 

A 13-year-old Palestinian 
opened fire in east Jerusa-
lem on Saturday, wound-
ing two Israelis, officials 
said, a day after another 
attacker killed seven out-
side a synagogue in the 
deadliest attack in the city 
since 2008.

The shooting in the Pal-
estinian neighbourhood 
of  Silwan in east Jerusa-
lem, wounded a father and 
son, ages 47 and 23, para-
medics said. Both were 
fully conscious and in 
moderate to serious condi-
tion in the hospital, the 
medics added.

As police rushed to the 
scene, two passers-by with 
licensed weapons shot and 
overpowered the 13-year-
old attacker, police said. 
Police confiscated his 
handgun and took the 
wounded teen to a hospi-
tal. Video showed police 
escorting a wounded teen 
away from the scene and 
onto a stretcher, his hands 
cuffed behind his back. 
Authorities taped off  the 
street, emergency vehicles 
a n d  s e c u r i t y  fo rc e s 
swarmed the area and hel-
i c o p t e r s  w h i r l e d 
overhead.

“He waited to ambush 
civilians on the holy Sab-
bath day,” Israeli police 
spokesman Dean Els-
dunne said, adding that 
the teenager opened fire 
on a group of  five civil-
ians. Security footage 
showed the victims to be 
observant Jews, wearing 
skullcaps and tzitzit, or 
knotted ritual tassels.

The Israeli army said it 
had deployed another bat-
talion to the West Bank on 
Saturday, adding hundreds 
more troops to a presence 
already on alert in the oc-
cupied territory.

Meanwhile, Russia’s for-
eign ministry on Saturday 

called for “maximum re-
straint” following violence 
in Israel and the West 
Bank that marked another 
escalation in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

“We perceive this devel-
opment of  events with 
deep concern. We call on 
all parties to exercise max-
imum restraint and pre-
vent further escalation of  
tension,” the ministry said 
in a statement. 

“Recent events clearly 
confirm the need to ur-
gently relaunch a con-
structive Palestinian-Is-
raeli dialogue and to 
renounce unilateral ac-
tions,” it added. AP

13-year-old Palestinian 
opens fire, two injured

Israeli  policemen secure shooting attack site in east Jerusalem on 
Saturday. A Palestinian gunman opened fire wounding at least two 
people |  AP
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D Ministry stops departure of 87 migrant workers
INDONESIA:  In a sudden inspection at Juanda Airport in East Java, Indonesia, by nation’s 
Manpower Ministry on Saturday, departure of 87 migrant workers was prevented who 
were about to be dispatched illegally to the Middle East. “The team immediately moved...
and prevented the departure of more or less 87 prospective migrant workers who were 
about to fly at around 8:30 am local time...to Malaysia and Singapore, which were 
allegedly to be followed up with a flight to the Middle East,” said Haiyani Rumondang, 
director general of manpower occupational safety and health supervision at the ministry.


