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The preliminary proceedings of the 
land acquisition for the proposed 
Kollam-Shenkottai greenfield national 
highway in T’puram has begun

GREENFIELD 
HIGHWAY

RAINS SPELL TROUBLE IN TN
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thanjavur/ Nagapattinam

THE overnight rains that 
lashed Thanjavur district on 
Saturday hit kuruvai paddy 
harvesting and procure-
ment, much to the distress 
of  farmers.

During the 24-hour period 
ending 8.30 am on Sunday, 
Budalur recorded the high-
est rainfall of  90 mm. The 
downpour forced farmers to 
suspend paddy harvesting. 

According to official sourc-
es, kuruvai paddy was culti-
vated over around 1.82 lakh 
acres in the district this year, 
which is a record in 49 years. 
Of  this, harvesting is over in 
more than 1 lakh acres and it 
is in full swing in the remain-
ing areas. 

“Harvesting could not be 
taken up due to the rains,” 
said R Sukumaran, a farmer 
of  Orathanadu. He pointed 
out as water started stagnat-
ing in the fields, the harvest-

ing machines could not be 
operated.

Sivakumar a farmer from 
Tiruvaiyaru taluk, said sev-
eral farmers have been 
spreading out their paddy on 
roads and the bridge across 
Kudamuruti river as the 
crop was not being procured 
by DPCs citing the moisture 
content norms overshooting 
the stipulated 17%. 

“Now as there is fresh spell 
of  rain the moisture content 
is bound to rise and we can-

not sell the paddy,” rued 
Sivakumar. 

P Sukumaran, a farmer 
from Tirupponthurthi, 
pointed out already farmers 
in Keezhathirupponthurthi, 
Konerirajapuram, and Tiru-
vaiyaru are unable to sell 
their kuruvai crop as the 
moisture content has exceed-
ed 17% from the recent rains. 
The rains on Saturday and 
Sunday worsened the situa-
tion as they could not dry the 
paddy, he added. 

Cauvery water pipe 
bursts in B’luru; road 
inundated, traffic hit

CRACK WIDE

N A M R A T A  S I N D W A N I  @ Bengaluru 

WATER supply and traffic 
movement were impacted when 
the Cauvery water pipeline 
burst and a gaping sinkhole 
formed on the road at Kundala-
halli Junction on Sunday.

BWSSB Chief  Engineer 
Suresh B said the pipe burst 
was reported around 5.30 am, 
and the crack was 450 mm 
wide. A small crack could 
have led to water leak-
age and compacting of  
loose soil increasing 
the pressure on the 
pipe and causing it to 
burst, he added.

However, the repair work 
was completed by evening and 
water supply was restored, he 
said. 

The Mahadevapura Task 
Force said that the pipe burst 
was expected to affect the Cau-
very water supply in Munne-
kolala, Thubarahalli, AECS 
Layout, BEML Layout, Kun-
dalahalli and Kundalahalli Col-
ony, and affect the traffic for 48 

hours.
Manu Madhvan, a resident 

from the area, said that being a 
Sunday, there was little traffic 
in the area and the traffic po-
lice managed it. 

The movement of  residents 
and commuters was affected as 
the Sai Baba temple Road just 
beside Kundalahalli Gate was 
shut for excavation work. 

A civil engineer, who 
wished not to be named, 

raised doubts over the 
road laying work, say-
ing it was not done ac-
cording to the norms. 
When the land is dug 

up, the soil should be 
poured in layers and not 

dumped at one go and flattened 
with road rollers, he added.

Looking at the damage, he 
said it was localised around the 
area where the pipe broke. 
However, the images show wa-
ter accumulation causing soil 
to crumble where the under-
pass ended, he said, adding that 
poor infrastructure is evident 
in most parts of  the city.

Graffiti on Metro: Kerala  
cops to grill Italian nationals
T O B Y  A N T O N Y  @ Kochi

THE Kochi City police team which 
is stationed at Ahmedabad as part 
of  the probe in connection with de-
facing a Kochi Metro train is likely 
to interrogate the four Italian sus-
pects this week. The Italian nation-
als were arrested by the Gujarat 
Crime Branch for drawing graffiti 
on the Ahmedabad Metro Rail 
coaches and are currently being in-
terrogated by the Mumbai 
police for trespassing into 
the Charkop metro yard. 

On May 22, some uniden-
tified persons entered the 
Muttom metro yard by 
breaking the barbed fences 
and painted ‘burn play’ 
and ‘first hit Kochi’ on the 
coaches of  a parked metro 
train. Though the police 
launched a probe, none of  
them could be traced. 
Meanwhile, on September 
28, four Italian nationals 
entered the metro yard in 
Ahmedabad and painted 
graffiti. They had made a similar 
attempt at the Charkop metro yard 
in Mumbai a day before the inci-
dent but failed. Soon, the Gujarat 
Crime Branch arrested Cudini Gi-
anluca, 24, Baldo Sacha, 29, 
Starinieri Daniele, 21, and Capec-
chi Paolo, 27.

Deputy commissioner of  police S 
Sasidharan said the Kerala police 
team led by the Kochi City station 
house officer is likely to interrogate 
the Italian nationals on Monday. 

“The Italian nationals nabbed by 
the Gujarat Crime Branch are cur-
rently in the custody of  Mumbai 
police. Our team is looking to ques-
tion the foreign nationals when 
they will be returned to judicial 
custody on Monday. We expect to 
receive permission from the court 
for this purpose. Only after the in-
terrogation can we confirm wheth-
er the same group was involved in 
the graffiti painted on the Kochi 

Metro train,” he said.
As per the preliminary 

findings, the foreign na-
tionals came to Mumbai 
on September 24. A police 
officer privy to the investi-
gation said it has to be con-
firmed if  they came to In-
dia before. “They came to 
India to stay here for three 
weeks and were set to re-
turn to Italy by the second 
week of  October. We have 
to check whether the same 
four persons had visited 
Kochi before or if  other 
people associated with the 

gang were involved in the attack,” 
said a police officer.

The police team is also collecting 
information from Gujarat Crime 
Branch which first grilled the for-
eigners. “The Italian nationals are 
not cooperating with the investiga-
tion agencies. They are yet to admit 
their involvement in any of  the acts 
in Mumbai and Ahmedabad. How-
ever, our team is making a coordi-
nated effort in the case,” said the 
officer.

‘Loka Kerala Sabha conference not govt-funded’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’ puram

SETTING at rest the controver-
sy over the state splurging on 
the regional conferences of  the 
Loka Kerala Sabha (LKS), 
Chief  Minister Pinarayi Vijay-
an has said the expenses for the 
meetings are not being borne 
by the government.

“The regional meetings are 
being funded by the non-resi-
dent Keralites settled in the re-
spective countries”, Pinarayi 
said, inaugurating the Europe-

UK regional conference of  the 
LKS in London on Sunday. 

There were widespread criti-
cism by the opposition that the 
Norka was funding the LKS re-
gional conferences. 

The state government is in 
touch with several countries 
exploring the opportunities, in-
cluding in the nursing profes-
sion, for Keralites there, the 
CM said.  

The state government and 
the UK signed a memorandum 
of  understanding at the meet to 
facilitate labour migration of  

health professionals from Ker-
ala to the UK. A proposal to 
hold a UK employment fest in 
Novmeber is also under active 
consideration.

Menwhile, state Congress 
president K Sudhakaran ac-
cused  Pinarayi of  spending 
crores of  rupees for taking fam-
ily members during foreign 
trips. 

“The commonman’s money 
is being looted...Pinarayi 
claims that the travel expenses 
of  family members are being 
met from own pocket. I don’t 
buy that argument,” Sudhaka-
ran said in Kannur. 

None of  the announcments 
Pinarayi made during his pre-
vious foreign trips have been 
materialised, he alleged.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan puts controversy to rest, says regional meetings are funded by non-resident Keralites

The Italian 
nationals nabbed 
by Gujarat Crime 
Branch are in the 

custody of 
Mumbai police. 

Our team is 
looking to 

question them 
when they will be 

returned to 
judicial custody 

S Sasidharan, DCP

V-C got probe 
report last week

Rameswaram 
gets 70 mm  
average rainfall

IDE SCAM

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE committee, which verified 
records and documents and ques-
tioned IDE officials and staff  mem-
bers dealing with admissions, fi-
nance, and examination sections, 
unearthed the modus operandi and 
money earned through the scam, 
sources said. 

The committee submitted its 
probe report to Vice-Chancellor S 
Gowri last week. “The officials will 
be asked to submit their response 
to the allegations levelled against 
them. On the basis of  their reply, 
further course of  action will be de-
cided,” the V-C said.  “The univer-
sity also suspects the role of  outsid-
ers. Things will be clear after 
getting the replies from those 
named in the scam,” another offi-
cial said. When asked if  the univer-
sity will file a police complaint in 
the matter, the V-C said the decision 
will be taken by the syndicate.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai/Ramanathapuram

NORMAL life was thrown out of  gear 
as heavy rain lashed Madurai and Ra-
manathapuram districts in the wee 
hours of  Sunday. Sporadic rainfall 
continued and several areas in both 
districts recorded over 50 mm of  rain-
fall. Rameswaram temple premises 
got inundated and this caused severe 
hardship to devotees who thronged 
the place of  worship on Sunday.

According to the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), a low-pres-
sure area that formed in the south-
west Bay of  Bengal has been 
triggering widespread rainfall in the 
State. An average of  17.4 mm of  rain-
fall was reported in Madurai, while 
Ramanathapuram district recorded 
an average rainfall of  32.06 mm. Ram-
eswaram region has reported the 
highest average of  70 mm rainfall. 
Meanwhile, the IMD has forecast 
heavy rainfall for several districts for 
the next couple of  days too.

The torrential downpour lasted 
over two hours early Sunday morn-
ing and proved a nightmare for com-
muters. A slurry of  rainwater and 
mud enveloped several parts of  roads 
in many areas.

Pinarayi claims that the travel expenses of family members are being 
met from own pocket. I don’t buy that argument

K Sudhakaran, Kerala State Congress President 

Fishers claim Lankan 
Navy damaged boat
Rameswaram: Claiming that one 
of their boats was damaged by 
the Sri Lankan Navy personnel, 
Rameswaram fishermen urged 
the Union government to help 
carry out fishing activities 
peacefully, “While one of the 
boats was fishing near the IMBL, a 
patrol fleet came towards the 
boat and rammed it on its side. 
Another boat was seized and 
released after inquiry on 
Saturday,” said R Sahayam.

EXPRESS READ

The officials will be asked to 
submit their response to the 
allegations levelled against 
them. On the basis of their reply, 
further course of action will be 
decided
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