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Rohtak: Upset over not be-
ing able to sell their bajra
crop on minimum support
price (MSP), as promised by
Haryana government, far-
mers from Rewari on Mon-
day protested outside Kosli
BJP MLA’s residence.

The call to protest was gi-
ven by farmers under Sany-
ukt Kisan Morcha. The pro-
testers took a quintal of  baj-
ra packed in sacks and dum-
ped it outside the residence
of  MLA Lakshman Singh Ya-
dav.

Police force was deployed
outside Yadav’s residence to
maintain law and order.

Rajender Singh, SKM
president in Rewari district,
said the said BJP MLA daily
claimed in public that MSP
on crops would remain per-
manent. “We have brought
one quintal bajra with us as
it is not being sold at MSP in
the market. Farmers are as-
king Yadav to ensure we get
the right price,” he said.

He said since bajra was
not getting MSP in the mar-
ket, Yadav could pay it since
he claimed openly that MSP
would not go away and was
permanent.

Ram Kisan Mehlawat,
another farmer leader, said
their protest was to expose
the lies by BJP MLAs about
MSP on bajra. “While the go-
vernment claims that bajra
is being sold at MSP of  Rs
2,250, the reality is that it is
being sold at Rs 1,200 only,” he
said. The BJP MLA said he
will speak to the CM to fix the
issue.

No MSP on
bajra, farmers

ask MLA to
pay instead

Sat Singh TNN

Chandigarh: The Punjab
and Haryana high court has
issued a notice to Haryana’s
education minister Kanwar
Pal and his department on a
plea against his decision of
dropping the charges aga-
inst a Jhajjar principal who
was prima facie found guilty
of  subjecting a woman tea-
cher to sexual harassment.

The high court has also
restrained the department
from promoting the princi-
pal to block education offi-
cer. Justice Ramachandra
Rao passed these orders on

the petition of  that postgra-
duate teacher (PGT) posted
in Gurgaon district. She had
sought directions to the go-
vernment for quashing the
August 6 orders of  dropping
the charges, pleading that
the minister had no jurisdic-
tion to interfere in the de-
partmental proceedings,

that too when the order itself
stated that the charges were
proved.

She also sought further
directions to act on the inqui-
ry report and pass an order
of  punishment. The petitio-
ner submitted that the local
complaint committee of
Gurgaon had found the prin-
cipal guilty under the Sexual
Harassment of  Women at
Workplace Act, 2013. The co-
unsel for the petitioner argu-
ed that: "Since in this inqui-
ry under Rule 7 of  the HCS
(Punishment and Appeal)
Rules, 2016, the charges of
sexual harassment were pro-

ved prima facie, the drop-
ping of  the charge-sheet ap-
pears to be arbitrary patent-
ly."

A criminal case dated Au-
gust 11, 2016, and registered
under Section 354A (assault
to outrage woman’s modes-
ty) and 506 (punishment for
criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
is pending against the prin-
cipal. Justice Rao ordered:
"In these circumstances… it
is undesirable to grant any
promotion to the respondent
principal to block education
officer." The next hearing is
on January 27, 2022.

Issues Notice On Plea Against Move To Drop Sexual Harassment Charges 

HC restrains Hry minister
from promoting principal
Ajay.Sura@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: In a first initiati-
ve of  its kind in Haryana, the
state government is all set to
start business ties with Afri-
can countries. A first govern-
ment-to- government (G2G)
between the envoys of  18 Afri-
can Countries with Haryana
government officials will be
held here on Thursday and
Friday.

An initiative by the foreign
cooperation department, the
initiative will showcase Hary-
ana’s agriculture, animal hus-
bandry, foreign exports, tou-
rism, textile products, especi-
ally the agro products.

As on now, Haryana is do-
ing exports of  around Rs
85,000 crore out of  which the
exports to African Countries
are of  around Rs 5,000 crore.
Haryana exports clothes, food
and other items. “Our officials
will explain the possibility of
investments in Haryana and
four different groups of  expor-
ters will give a presentation,”
said Yogender Chaudhary,
principal secretary of  foreign
cooperation department.

Hry to enter
Africa to

boost trade
Manvir.Saini@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: Haryana
Staff  Selection Commission
(HSSC) chairman Bhopal
Singh on Monday reiterated
that there had been total
transparency and faultless
in the conduct of  written ex-
aminations for the recruit-
ment of  male and female
sub-inspectors of  Haryana
police, held in September
and October.

Interacting with TOI,
Bhopal Singh also cleared
the air about not putting is-
sues related to objections by
candidates before releasing
the result of  tests. He accu-
sed YouTubers and coa-
ching centres of  defaming
the commission and its offi-
cers, while referring to ex-
aminations at three centres
in Gurugram.

“Let me tell you that only
unsuccessful candidates, co-
aching centres with vested
interests and some persons
on social media have tried to
tarnish our image. Let me
make it clear that only 10 out
of  350 persons who appeared
on October 13 could qualify

and only 750 have qualified
from those who appeared on
September 26. Rest, just wait
for the final results and ap-
pointments, then you shall
come to know the reality,’’
said Bhopal.

Bhopal admitted to the
commission not raising
objections and its remedies
on the site before releasing
results. He reasoned the mo-
ve was targetted at avoiding
an unnecessary delay.

“There were only seven
common objections in the
question paper of  Septem-
ber 26, while three objec-
tions were filed in the test
conducted on October 13 we-
re accepted by commission.

We addressed those and gave
marks to candidates. Large-
ly, two objections were rela-
ted to questions linked to me
and home minister Anil
Vij,’’ said the chairman.

“So far as these two ques-
tions are concerned, we ha-
ve already blacklisted the
paper setter as he violated
the rule related to questions
on personal life etc,” he ad-
ded.

HSSC had been in the
news over the reconduct of
examinations at three cent-
res of  Gurugram and cont-
roversial questions asked
from the candidates. In Gu-
rugram, centres had opened
the wrong set of  papers.

HSSC chief rules out lapses in
sub-inspector recruitment exam
Manvir.Saini@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: Amidst fear of
the spread of  Covid-19 during
the festive season, the situa-
tion in Punjab appears to be in
control as of  now with 12 dis-
tricts having active cases in
single digit. Of  these districts,
three are having just one acti-
ve case each.

The count of  patients un-
dergoing treatment across the
state stands at 229. As per the
record, Nawanshahr, Mukstar
and Mansa had just one active
case on Sunday, while Pathan-
kot and Moga had nine active
cases each, eight in Barnala,
seven each in Kapurthala, Fe-
rozepur and Tarn Taran, five
in Gurdaspur, and three in
Sangrur.

The drop in active cases
has also relieved the pressure
on the health facilities across
the state. The occupancy of
oxygen beds — 3,927 in govern-
ment and 5,641 in private — has
come down to just a little over
2%. As many as 9,375 oxygen

beds, out of  total 9,568, were va-
cant, while only 54 ICU beds
out of  1,596 were occupied.

In recent weeks, the state
witnessed more recoveries
than fresh cases, pushing the
active case ratio near to 0.038%
against the All-India active ca-
se ratio stands of  0.47%.

Punjab deputy chief  mini-
ster O P Soni warned people
against letting their guard
down. “We cannot lower the
guard even if  a single active ca-
se exists in the state or the sur-
rounding areas,” said Soni
who urged people be careful
during the festive season.

He asked people to get

themselves if  any symptom of
Covid develops. The deputy
chief  minister said that the
state government has so far
vaccinated more than 76% of
its population with at least one
dose and around 29% of  people
are fully vaccinated. He appea-
led to everybody to get jabbed
at the earliest and to follow the
Covid appropriate behaviour
as this is the only way to fight
the pandemic.

The vaccination is being
done vigorously throughout
the state and special camps are
being organised to inoculate
workers on their worksites, he
added.

12 districts in Punjab have
Covid cases in single digit

Punjab Haryana Himachal

Cured 5,85,448 7,60,999 2,17,495 

Active 237  103  1,657

Died 16,553 10,049 3,721 

Total 6,02,238 7,71,174 2,22,890 

REGION’S ACTIVE CASES AT 1,997

*1 case migrated out of Himachal

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Karnal: A retired judge of  the Pun-
jab and Haryana high court, Justice
(retd) S N Aggarwal, on Monday re-
corded the statement of  six witnes-
ses in the incident of  lathicharge on
protesters at Bastara toll plaza in
Karnal on August 28. He said the
commission would take around fo-
ur months to complete the investi-
gation, as the statements of  35 wit-
nesses, including farmers’ leaders,

are to be recorded. He said state-
ments of  district magistrate, supe-
rintendent of  police, then Karnal
SDM Ayush Sinha, and other cops
will also be recorded.

The Haryana government had
announced the one-man commis-
sion on September 22, saying it will
complete the inquiry and submit
the report within a period of  one
month. TNN

Karnal lathicharge probe to take 4
months, says commission chief

Amid allegations of a scam in written examinations of
Haryana Police women constable, the HSSC chairman has

ordered registration of FIR and probe into 38 blank answer
sheets found during checking. An AICC had alleged that this
had to be done as a tool devised by the government to give
backdoor entry to certain candidates. HSSC chairman Bhopal
Singh said he himself had ordered an FIR to find out the truth
behind blank sheets. “Let police reach out to candidates and
find out the truth first,” said Bhopal.

FIR ordered into blank answer sheets
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